Woodland Explorers trail
Summer Holiday 2022
Have some fun in the sun this holiday, and
enjoy the great outdoors!
Follow our trail map and enjoy some fun and
games along the way. Can you complete all
the activities on our summer treasure hunt?
Build a bird feeder for your garden? Or make
tea for the woodland fairies?
Enjoy your summer holidays!

Tel: 01753 647358
burham.beeches@cityoflondon.gov.uk
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/burnhambeeches

The Trails
The shorter adventure trail: This is suitable for people with just a little
time. It takes you along the Easy Access Paths so perfect for those
with buggies or wheel chairs. Just follow the blue arrows.
The longer explorer trail: This trail takes you away from the Easy
Access Paths and may not be suitable for people with buggies or
wheel chairs. Follow the blue arrows on the map as far as the
pond, then follow the pink arrows.

Please do not pick any of the plants, or climb the trees. Much of
our wildlife is rare, and the trees are very fragile.

Squirrel hunt
The grey squirrels that
you see in Burnham
Beeches came to Britain
from America in the late
19th century and have
been pushing our native
red squirrels out ever
since. This is because
they are bigger and can
compete for food more
easily.
Can you help Billy the red
squirrel find his acorns
before Dilan the naughty
grey squirrel does? You
will find some fascinating
facts on your way.

Summer Treasure Hunt!
Whilst you are on your adventures in the Beeches, see how many of
these things you can tick off our list! Just mark in the circles next to
each one when you see one:

Find a mini beast in the
leaves. Remember to turn
things back over the
way you found
them afterwards.

Our pollards have
tree tags. Can you
spot one? Can you
see the number?
(But don’t climb the
pollard!)

Listen for a
woodpecker
making a hole
in a tree.

Can you spot a dog in the
Beeches? You can say
hello, but remember to ask
the owner before you go
near!

Have you
seen any
fluttering
butterflies?
Have you spotted
one of our Rangers?
Give them a wave!

Can you spot any animals on your walk?
It could be a bird, an insect, a deer, or
something else. Watch it for a minute or
two. What is it doing?

Find an animal track on the
ground. What do you think
made it? Was it one of these?:
Cow

Muntjac deer

Roe deer

Duck
Dog

Find one of our ants nests. If
you are really quiet can
you hear the busy ants?
Don’t get too close
though, you don’t
want ants in your
pants!!

Throw a leaf in the air
and see how long it takes
to reach the ground.
Have a competition to
see who can find the
leaf that stays in the
air the longest.
Find a leaf and draw it in the
box below. What type of tree
did it come from?

Name that mini beast!
How well do you know your minibeasts? Below are a few that are found
here at the Beeches. Try to name them and check your answers below. Will
you spot any on your walk?
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1. Shield bug 2 Pill millipede 3. Harvestman 4. Aphid 5. Slug 6. Centipede 7. Worm 8. Millipede 9. Ant
10. Spider 11. Stag beetle 12. Woodlouse 13. Snail

13.

Mini beasts!
Have you found any mini beasts on your adventure? If so draw your
favourite in the box below:

Take a close look at your mini beast.
How many legs does it have? Can you even count them all!?
Does it have antenna?
What do you think it might eat?
Do you know what it is? The quiz on page 6 may help you.

The fairies are coming to tea!
Using natural items you find in the Beeches, make a plate of
food for the fairies. You could use leaves, mud, sticks, anything
(but please don’t pick any flowers!) If you don’t have a plate
you can use a large leaf.
You could even try this in your own garden. Just make sure to
ask your parents before picking anything!
Don’t eat any of the fairy food and make sure you wash your
hands after!

Here are some ideas:

Animal Groups
Do you know your animal groups? Below the 6 animal groups are
listed. Can you match up the Beeches animals to their groups?

Reptiles
Amphibians
Fish
Insects
Birds
Mammals

Lunch time in the woods
Do you know how the food chain works? Plants take energy from
the sun and nutrients in the soil. Animals then eat the plants and
each other, transferring the food (or energy) from one thing to the
next in the food chain.
Draw an arrow from each of these to show where they get their
energy from (some things may connect to several others):

Build a bird café
Providing the birds with food is a great way to
encourage them to visit and will help them survive.
Bird feeders don’t have to be complicated to make. Have a go at
making one of these!

Jam jar feeder
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You will need an empty jar, tape, a
spoon (or skewer), and a length of string
(or ribbon).
Tape the spoon to the jar (picture 1).
Then tie one end of the string to the top
of the jar and the other to the bottom of the
jar. Make sure there is plenty of string in the
middle to hang your feeder (picture 2).
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Add seeds to the jar and hang it from a tree,
making sure the jar is turned on its side (picture
3). The birds can now perch on your spoon to
feed.

Orange feeder
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You will need an orange, string and 2 wooden
skewers. Cut the orange in half and scoop out the
insides (picture 1). Push the skewers through the
orange forming a cross (picture 2).
Tie string to each of the 4 skewer
ends, then tie the 4 pieces of string
together, so that the orange feeder
can hang (picture 3). Fill this little
bowl with seeds, and hang from a
tree (picture 4).
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