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City of London Attractions Monitor – Quarter 1 
(January to March) Report (2022) 
Produced by RJS Associates Ltd (May 2022) 

Introduction  
The City Attractions Monitor is an on-going monitor of visits to attractions in the City. 
It has been conducted since 2010 and provides excellent trend data. Monthly data 
is collected on all the City’s main attractions including Bank of England Museum, 
Barbican, the Guildhall Art Gallery, Dr. Johnson’s House, Monument, Museum of 
London, St Paul's Cathedral, Tower Bridge Exhibition, the Tower of London, the 
London Mithraeum, and the City of London Police Museum. 

Some attractions were closed in the first quarter of 2022 (i.e. Bank of England 
Museum, City of London Police Museum and Guildhall Art Gallery).  

The last two years (2020 and 2021) have been dominated by the Covid-19 
pandemic which has impacted and continues to impact on the overall level of 
visitors and the patterns of visiting.  In early 2022, the Omicron variant was a factor 
that particularly impacted on travel and consumer confidence.   
 

Key facts and Quarter 1 2022 comparison to previous years 
• Attractions in the City of London had 630,000 visits in the first three months of 

2022. 
• While above 2021 levels (when all attractions were closed due to the third 

National Lockdown), this was significantly below the pre-pandemic figures. 
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• The 2022 visits are 46% of the 2019 level (the last period unimpacted by the 
pandemic), and 53% of the 2020 level (the period when the pandemic was 
beginning to impact on visitor patterns). 
 

Monthly breakdown and comparison to previous years 
 

• While visitor numbers to City attractions remained below pre-pandemic levels 
in the first quarter, relative performance (in comparison to previous years) did 
improve through the quarter.   

• There were 149,000 visits in January 2022. This was 34% of the 2020 level.   
• February visits in 2022, at 210,000 were up on January 2022.  They were 45% of 

the 2020 level, and 50% of the 2019 level. 
• March 2022 visits, at 270,000, were up on February.  They were also up 5% on 

March 2020 (when Covid impacted on attraction performance) but 
remained at 50% of the 2019 level  
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