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EVENTS

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND WILL BE 
TAKING PLACE EITHER ONLINE, ONSITE  
OR BOTH (HYBRID). EXCEPT WALKS.
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AND WE CANNOT 
ENSURE A PLACE WITHOUT A TICKET.
DETAILS OF HOW TO BOOK CAN BE  
FOUND ON THE BACK PAGE.

Tuesday 10 January, 2-3pm

A SINGULAR CHURCH: ALL 
HALLOWS BY THE TOWER
Just one church, but hundreds of 
stories! Pete Smith, a volunteer guide 
at All Hallows, aims to tell some of 
the most colourful tales of the City of 
London’s oldest church. You will 
encounter: headless bodies, Roman 
remains, a font that left for the New 
World, and even a phantom cat! Join 
us to learn more.

Wednesday 11 January, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
CITY CHURCHES – EAST
This walk by Pete Smith uncovers the 
secrets and curious stories of some of 
the most fascinating churches on the 
eastern side of the City of London. 
The route moves from wine and a 
women’s window to monuments and 
marsh monsters, and reveals a 
church’s link to both a plague pit and 
a Ripper murder.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet at All Hallows by the Tower.

Tuesday 17 January, 2-3pm ONLINE ONLY

THE TORMENTED MR WHITE
Kate Macdonald introduces the new 
Handheld Press edition of Sylvia 
Townsend Warner’s 1967 biography 
of T H White, the author of The Sword 
in the Stone and 
The Goshawk.  
A closeted gay 
man, he was 
tormented and 
unhappy, but 
also devoted to 
the birds and 
animals he cared 
for, and the 
people and  
dogs he loved. 
Join us to find  
out more.

Tuesday 24 January, 2-3pm

VINCENT VAN GOGH:  
MYTH, MADNESS, AND 
MASTER OF MODERN ART!
Van Gogh’s turbulent life forms part 
of the mythology surrounding the 
Dutch Post-Impressionist, but his 
iconic paintings represent much 
more. The deeply moving imagery, 
his distinctive painting techniques 
and use of colour reveal powerful 
emotions. Join Linda Casey, arts 
lecturer to learn more.

Wednesday 25 January, 2-3pm

GOD AND MAMMON
In the first century AD, the Romans 
bridged the River Thames and 
founded Londinium as a trading 
post. In the 7th century a Roman 
mission was sent to London and St 
Paul’s was built on Ludgate Hill. 
Throughout its history, the City has 
had two main themes – money and 
religion. This talk by City Guide & 
Lecturer Jill Finch looks at how both 
God & Mammon have moulded the 
Square Mile over 2000 years. Join us 
to find out more.

Thursday 26 January, 2-3pm

THE LONDON ‘RAIREY 
SHOWS’ OF 1724
Using a unique London Metropolitan 
Archives print as its starting point, 
this lecture takes us on an unusual 
journey around London in the 
autumn of 1724. With our Principal 
Librarian, Dr Peter Ross as our guide, 
we will encounter criminals, opera 
singers, lions, notions of good and 
bad taste, xenophobia and even an 
ostrich that eats iron horseshoes! Join 
us to find out more.



EVENTS

Tuesday 31 January, 2-3pm

POP ART AND THE 
SWINGING SIXTIES
Pop Art was a figurative, realist, 
brightly-coloured response to the 
modern world of consumerism, 
youth culture and the mass media in 
Britain and the USA. Inspired by 
popular and commercial culture, Pop 
artists were fascinated by their own 
modern era – the post-war world of 
advertising, Hollywood films, pop 
music, comics and the cult of 
celebrity. Join Val Woodgate, Arts 
Society Lecturer to learn more.

Tuesday 7 February, 2-3pm

WOMEN IN THE CITY
Virginia Woolf is said to have 
commented ‘for most of history 
Anonymous was a woman’ and  
there have always been women in  
the City – even if we didn’t always 
see or hear them. This talk by City 
Guide Jill Finch looks at how 
different women coped with life in 
the Square Mile over the years.  
Join us to find out more.

Thursday 9 February, 2-3pm

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
What’s the best way to be remembered 
in the City? It might be for your 
genius, for your courage, for  
your good deeds, or even for 
commissioning a fancy tomb.  
It could even be for being bad! This 
talk by Pete Smith examines the claims 
of all of these. Join us to learn more.

Saturday 11 February, 2-4pm

WALK:  
THANKS FOR THE MEMORY
This walk with Pete Smith heads  
east in search of reminders (often 
frankly dotty) of the good, the bad 
and even the ugly of the Square Mile. 
It’s a walk for the curious in search  
of – well – the curious!
£10 plus booking fee
Meet at the pond outside  
St Lawrence Jewry  
church in  
Guildhall Yard.

Tuesday 14 February, 2-3pm ONLINE ONLY

LONDON LOVE STORIES
Kate Macdonald of Handheld Press 
tempts your heart with the most 
charming and enraptured love stories 
from Handheld Press’s growing 
collection of fabulous forgotten 
fiction. The discreet courtship (in 
Kent, not London, but still) between a 
German lady and an English Socialist 
MP in Elizabeth von Arnim’s The 
Caravaners (1909); the astonished but 
secret love affair in Rose Macaulay’s 
What Not (1918); the delightful 
department store romance in Business 
as Usual (1933); and the doomed love 
story between a flight instructor and 
his pupil in The Flying Shadow (1936). 
Join us to find out more.

Thursday 16 February, 2-3pm

STREET FOOD  
AND THE HAWKERS  
OF LONDON
The capital’s streets once were filled 
with food. Hawkers wandered the 
city and cried out their wares, from 
everyday essentials like milk, 
turnips, and mackerel to occasional 
treats like oysters, pies, and oranges. 
This was difficult and dangerous 
work, but Londoners relied on street 
sellers from the age of Shakespeare 
to the brink of the First World War. 
Drawing on his new book, historian 
Dr Charlie Taverner introduces 
these vital retailers and what they 
reveal about the city’s past and 
present. After the talk, there will be 
a short walk exploring hawking 
hotspots near the Guildhall.



EVENTS Tuesday 21 February, 2-3pm

HOGARTH’S LONDON
This talk by Guy Rowston walks us 
through the streets of London both in 
the City and the West End, we find 
the locations of Hogarth’s paintings 
and engravings and learn much 
about 18th century London life.

Thursday 23 February, 2-3pm

FIVE YEARS AS A 
DOCKYARD APPRENTICE
Len Taphouse served an 
apprenticeship as an engineer with 
Harland and Wollf at North 

Woolwich between 
1956 & 1961.  
He relates the wild 
goose chases, the 
hardships endured as 
well as the highlights. 
He tells of the 
characters in the docks 
and some of the 
associated stories 
about them. Join us to 
find out more.

Monday & Tuesday 27 & 28 February, 2-3pm 

HISTORY DISCUSSION:  
KING JOHN:  
‘SOFT, COWARDLY,  
AND UNTRUSTWORTHY...’
Guildhall Library history discussion 
group facilitated by Assistant 
Librarian Isabelle Chevallot. A chance 
to discuss your favourite kings and 
queens of England. A short paper will 
be provided by the facilitator ahead 
of the session for you to read in 
preparation for the discussion. 
Limited places available

Thursday 2 March, 2-3pm

LONDON’S GREAT 
GEORGIAN HOUSES 
The Georgian period is renowned for 
its classical style of domestic 
architecture. Palladianism was first 
introduced to England by Inigo Jones 
(The Queen’s House, Greenwich) but 
languished during the Civil War. It 
was revived in the 1720s by the Earl of 
Burlington (Chiswick House) and 
Henry Herbert (Marble Hill House). 
Marble Hill became the model for the 
English and Colonial villa. The 
neo-classical style was further refined 
by Robert Adam, famed for his 
interiors (Syon House, Osterley Park, 
Kenwood House, the initial design for 
Apsley House). The period was also 
notable for the beginnings of the 
Gothic revival (Strawberry Hill, 1749). 
Join Eugenia Russell to find out more.

Tuesday 7 March, 2-3pm ONLINE ONLY

THE TOP TEN BRITISH 
TREASURES OF  
THE BRITISH MUSEUM
In 2003, to celebrate museum’s 250th 
birthday, five experts got together to 
decide what were the top ten treasures 
dug up in the UK. Their criteria 
included how rare, how they connected 
us with people in past, their importance 
in our history and craftmanship.  
Some are stars of the museum such as 
the Sutton Hoo Ship Burial and the 
Lewis Chess Pieces but others are  
more surprising and intriguing.  
Join Dr William Sterling to learn more.

Wednesday 8 March, 2-3pm

PEGGY GUGGENHEIM: 
IN CELEBRATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL  
WOMEN’S DAY 
Peggy Guggenheim: The ‘poor little 
rich girl’ who changed the face of 
twentieth century art. Not only was 
Peggy Guggenheim ahead of her time 
but she was the woman who helped 
define it. She discovered and 
nurtured a new generation of artists 
producing a new kind of art. Through 
collecting not only art but the artists 
themselves, her life was as radical as 
her collection! Join Alexandra Epps, 
Arts Society Lecturer, to learn more.



EVENTS Thursday 9 March, 2-3pm

VICTORIAN LONDON
In this talk, Pete Smith, a nineteenth-
century specialist, attempts to 
celebrate the vast energy, confidence 
and creativity of Victorian London 
and its high ideals and aspirations, 
while laying bare its weaknesses and 
terrible social abuses. Prepare to be 
both impressed and appalled!  
Join us to learn more.

Friday 10 March, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
THE VICTORIAN CITY
This walk with Pete Smith seeks out 
reminders of the enormous 
achievements of the Victorian age in 
art, science, finance, architecture and 
transport, considering also some of 
the many problems and challenges 
that Victorian Londoners faced.  
The walk ends at the Guildhall Art 
Gallery with its wide collection of 
nineteenth century paintings.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet at All Hallows by the Tower Church.

Tuesday 14 March, 2-3pm ONLINE ONLY

ALGERNON BLACKWOOD’S 
LONDON STORIES
To celebrate a new collection of the 
best of Algernon Blackwood’s  
essays and short stories, 
Kate Macdonald of 
Handheld Press will be 
in conversation with 
Henry Bartholomew 
about Blackwood’s 
London stories, and how 
he found fear in the 
Metropolis.

Wednesday 15 March, 2-3pm

OXFORD STREET
Shopping paradise? Traffic 
nightmare? Glitz or grime? This is a 
street of many faces, some of them 
hidden from all but the most diligent 
searcher. In a journey from the 
Elizabeth Line and Centre Point to 
Marble Arch and Tyburn Tree, Pete 
Smith aims to spring a few surprises. 
Join us to find out more.

Thursday 16 March, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
CENTRE POINT  
TO MARBLE ARCH
We set out westward along Oxford 
Street. The route takes many twists 
and turns to uncover some of the 
oddities that lie on either side of a 
street most of us know less well than 
we think. Join Pete Smith on this 
walk and be prepared for the 
unexpected!
£10 plus booking fee
Meet by Exit 1 of Tottenham Court Road 
Underground Station.

Tuesday 21 March, 2-3pm

MEDIEVAL PRECINCT OF  
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 
Medieval St Paul’s was a very 
different cathedral to the building  
we know and love in the City of 
London today. It stood taller than  
any other building, its precinct walls 
and gates making it a citadel, looking 
out over the city and the river.  
This talk by City Guide Jill Finch 
explores that medieval precinct, the 
buildings it contained and the events 
it saw that made history. Join us to 
find out more.



EVENTS

Thursday 23 March, 6-8pm

ATKINSON GRIMSHAW - 
MASTER OF MOONLIGHT
As one of the great painters of the 
Victorian era Atkinson Grimshaw 
created some of its most beautiful 
atmospheric paintings. In rain and 
mist, moonlight and gaslight, the 
River Thames, City streets, winding 
lanes and grimy docks all appear as if 
clothed in poetry and mystery. 
Discover the unique vision of the 
‘master of moonlight’ - an artist who 
transformed the humdrum of 
everyday Victorian life, time and time 
again into a magical ‘Grimshaw’.  
Join Alexandra Epps, Arts Society 
Lecturer, to learn more.
£7 plus booking fee
Includes wine reception.

Tuesday 28 March, 2-3pm

CITY LIMITS: MOORFIELDS
Although for centuries the poor 
relations of the City of London, the 
chequered histories of the districts 
around the fringes of the Square Mile 
can be as fascinating as the story of 
the City itself… Join City Guide Pete 

Smith to examine the changing 
fortunes of Moorfields: victim of 
the Plague, refuge after the Great 

Fire, prime bombing target in 
the Blitz, and now reborn as 
a diverse and exciting area 
to live and work in.

Wednesday 29 March, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
MOORFIELDS: FROM  
FEN TO FALAFEL
This walk with Pete Smith explores 
the area of Moorfields. Once an 
unhealthy fen, the district was for 
centuries grindingly poor. Its ancient 
Bone Hill became a burial ground  
for dissenters, it was the second home 
of a madhouse popularly known  
as bedlam, and its church was 
christened “Lousy St Luke’s”. 
Nevertheless, it became the base of 
the oldest regiment in the British 
Army. Now it fizzes with creativity 
– and great street food!
£10 plus booking fee
Meet by the Kindertransport memorial by the 
southern exit from Liverpool Street Station.

Thursday 30 March, 2-3pm

THE HIDDEN  
MEANING OF  
THE CORONATION
This awe-inspiring ceremony  
was expressly designed to bestow 
regal power and religious 
authority upon the new sovereign. 
Every element within this ancient 
ritual has a sacred and symbolic 
meaning. Join City Guide Robert 
Stephenson to learn more.

Tuesday 4 April, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
MEDIEVAL PRECINCT OF  
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
The Cathedral destroyed by the Great 
Fire of London stood for nearly  
500 years, a walled gated precinct 
within a walled and gated City.  
This walk with City Guide Jill Finch 
follows the street plan of medieval  
St Paul’s and uncovers the ever-
present echoes of its history.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet at the Firefighters memorial Sermon Lane. 
(Next to the City Information Office opposite  
St Paul’s Cathedral). 



Tuesday 11 April, 2-3pm ONLINE ONLY

CELTIC AND ROMAN 
BRITAIN IN THE  
BRITISH MUSEUM
The Romans knew about Britain 
long before Julius Caesar arrived in 
55BC and had already started 
trading with the British kings but 
after Caesar’s two expeditions, 
relations became much closer with 
many Britons aspiring to the high 
lifestyle of the Romans. A century 
after Caesar’s adventure his distant 
relative the Emperor Claudius 
conquered a large part of Britain 
and extended the relationship 
between the Romans and the 
Britons for another 400 years. 
During that time there was the 
famous revolt by Boudicca, the 
building of Hadrian’s Wall, visits 
from later emperors and attempts 
by generals in Britain to usurp the 
imperial crown. Join Dr William 
Sterling to learn more.

Wednesday 12 April, 2-3pm

VIRTUAL TOUR: 
WESTMINSTER FIELDS
Walking from St Martin’s to St. Giles 
(both ‘in the fields’) along the line of 
Charing Cross Road and its turnings. 
We hear about London’s first night 
club, the theatre with the elephant 
tunnel, Smiley’s People, 84 Charing 
Cross Road, Tin Pan Alley, the origin 
of Seven Dials, the Mousetrap and so 
much more… Join Guy Rowston to 
find out more.

Tuesday 18 April, 2-3pm

VIRTUAL TOUR:  
EXPLORING EAST OF  
THE CITY: SPITALFIELDS  
& WHITECHAPEL
Take a virtual stroll with City Guide 
Jill Finch to explore east of the City - 
just outside the old walls. Once a 
rural retreat and home to a medieval 
priory, it became a haven for 
immigrants which turned into an 
infamous slum. These days it is seen 
as a great place to live, work and 
party and its streets have so many 
stories to tell... Join us to learn more.

Thursday 20 April, 2-3pm

THE SPIRIT OF  
THE IROQUOIS
This is the history of the tanker 
IROQUOIS, a special tanker that was 
built to tow another one, and was an 
experiment by Standard Oil Co. from 
1907 and regularly docked at Purfleet. 
Len Taphouse relates how his father 
as Chief Engineer carried out his 
duties, and how the ship was used in 
WWII. Len relates some of his 
father’s other experiences. Join us to 
find out more.

Tuesday 25 April, 2-3pm

ROUND & ROUND  
THE GARDEN
This talk by Pete Smith traces the 
history of Covent Garden from 
Anglo-Saxon settlement to twenty-
first-century shopping and 
entertainment centre. During that 
time, it has played host to monks and 
market traders, aristocrats and actors, 
poets and prostitutes, and more than 
one disreputable royal. Discover its 
scandals and its triumphs.

EVENTS

Wednesday 26 April, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
GARDEN OF VICE

This walk with Pete Smith explores 
Covent Garden’s varied history from 
Anglo-Saxon times. Discover: what 
linked a group of gardening monks and 
a famous harlot; how cabbages gave 
way to café culture; where London’s 
first Punch and Judy show took place; 
and what lay under the Opera House.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet on the forecourt of Charing Cross Station 
outside the hotel.



EVENTS  
AND EXHIBITIONS

GUILDHALL LIBRARY 
IS OPEN 10AM-4PM, 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY
Guildhall Library has reduced 
numbers of staff at the moment 
and so in an effort to keep us all 
healthy, and to keep the library 
open, we will continue to require 
that masks are worn by staff and 
visitors whilst in the reading 
room.   If you would like to 
undertake research at Guildhall 
Library we would encourage you 
to book a place and let us know 
ahead of your visit what you 
would like to consult.

For further information and details of 
how to make a booking, please visit 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/
libraries/guildhall-library

ALL EVENTS REQUIRE BOOKING. 
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH EVENTBRITE: 
GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES REGARDING BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT:
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK
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