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Monday 11 January, 2-2.30pm

VISITING GUILDHALL 
LIBRARY
This session is aimed at letting people 
know what to expect when they visit 
the Library. We will let you know 
how things have changed 
temporarily because of COVID. What 
we have done to make visitors and 
staff safe. The presentation will go 
over ordering in advance, booking a 
place, arriving at the library and what 
to do with material when you have 
finished. Join Assistant Librarian 
Melanie Strong to learn more

Thursday 14 January, 2-3pm

LABYRINTHS AROUND  
THE WORLD & IN LONDON
The labyrinth pattern is thousands of 
years old and is found in nearly every 
culture worldwide. This talk by City 
Guide Robert Stephenson examines 
their construction and the secret of 
their enduring fascination with 
examples from abroad, the UK  
and in London.

EVENTS

Wednesday 6 January, 2-3pm

DAN DARE –  
PILOT OF THE FUTURE
The Eagle comic and its creation ‘Dan 
Dare’ launched in the City of London 
at Shoe Lane seventy years ago. It 
found its way into a million 
households and a generation. Lester 
Hillman will explore the 
phenomenon and how links to real 
and fictional astronauts have been at 
the very heart of the City and its 
institutions since. 

Wednesday 20 January, 2-3pm

THE MEDIEVAL PRECINCT 
OF ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
Medieval St Paul’s was a very 
different cathedral to the building we 
know and love in the City of London 
today. It stood taller than any other 
building, its precinct walls and gates 
making it a citadel, looking out over 
the city and the river. This talk by 
City Guide Jill Finch explores that 
medieval precinct, the buildings it 
contained and the events it saw that 
made history.

Tuesday 26 January, 2-3pm

THE ART AND SCANDALOUS 
LIVES OF THE 
BLOOMSBURY GROUP
The art of the three main 
‘Bloomsbury’ artists (Duncan Grant, 
Vanessa Bell and Roger Fry) cannot 
be separated from their astonishing 
lives. They, along with their literary 
and other intellectual companions 
(Virginia Woolf, Lytton Strachey and 
John Maynard Keynes, amongst 
others) were part of a movement, the 
popular name for which became 
widely used only after the death of 
around half its members. This lecture 
looks at their work and reviews the 
multi-faceted relationships between 
Bell and Grant, Bell and Fry, Grant 
and (inter alia) Lytton Strachey, and 
several others. In addition, it covers 
what many consider the most 
important contribution of the group 
to the visual arts in Britain, the 
so-called ‘Art-quake of 1910’, when 
Roger Fry, assisted by Virginia’s 
husband, the art critic and writer, 
Clive Bell, mounted the Manet and 
the Post-Impressionists exhibition at 
the Grafton Galleries in London. Join 
Art Society lecturer Frank Woodgate 
to learn more.

APART FROM THE WALKS, EVENTS  
WILL BE TAKING PLACE ONLINE.  
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AND WE CANNOT 
ENSURE A PLACE WITHOUT A TICKET.
DETAILS OF HOW TO BOOK CAN BE  
FOUND ON THE BACK PAGE.

Edouard Manet,  

Bar at the Folies 

Bergère, 1882 

(Courtauld 

Collection)



Tuesday 2 March, 2-2.30pm

HISTORY AND TREASURES 
OF GUILDHALL LIBRARY
The first library at Guildhall was 
founded around 1425, when a  
“new house or library” was formed 
under the terms of the will of  
“the rich and pious merchant” 
Richard Whittington. Join Librarian 
Ann Martin to learn about the history 
of Guildhall Library and to view 
some of the Library’s treasures.

Wednesday 10 February, 2-3pm

ART AND LITERATURE 
The link between art and literature is 
crucial to an understanding of much 
of the art of the past. For centuries the 
Bible, Greek and Latin writers 
provided the main inspiration, and 
the closer art was to literature the 
greater the art. The ability to paint 
well was considered inferior to 
intellectual effort. There were  
also practical reasons for creating 
‘visible poetry’ as this could raise  
the status of the artist above that of 

Wednesday 17 February, 2-3pm

THE CITY BY THE BOOK
The City is well known as the 
Financial District. Sharp suits, glass 
towers, the rush of money and power. 
But, if you look beneath all of this, the 
written word runs through the 
Square Mile and the echoes of poets 
and authors are round every corner. 
This talk by City Guide Jill Finch 
takes a look at the streets where the 
word was once mightier than the 
hedge fund. 

EVENTS

Thursday 25 February, 2-3pm

BILLINGSGATE ROMAN 
HOUSE AND BATHS –  
A 2ND-5TH CENTURY HOUSE 
IN THE CITY OF LONDON
Take a virtual tour around the Roman 
domestic house and bathhouse that is 
under 101 Lower Thames Street in the 
City of London. Find out about the 
development of the house from the 
2nd century when it was first 
constructed through to its eventual 
abandonment in the early 5th century 
AD. Later that century someone 
visited the ruins of the house and 
dropped a brooch of Germanic design, 
which gives us a small insight into the 
events that would lead to the 
transformation of Britannia into 
England. Join Howard Benge to  
learn more.

 Tuesday 2 February, 2-3pm

 QUEEN VICTORIA’S DEATH
The death of Queen Victoria at the 
turn of the 20th century brought an 
abrupt end to a momentous period 
in this country’s history. In this 120th 
anniversary year we can start to take 
stock. This talk concentrates on the 
great empress’s funeral and the role 
played by London as her body 
passed through on its way to lie 
beside Prince Albert in the Royal 
Mausoleum at Frogmore, created  
by Victoria to house just two 
occupants in isolated splendour.  
Join City Guide Robert Stephenson 
to learn more.

mere craftsman. By the 18th century 
many artists were inspired by more 
recent works of great literature. In 
England this included Shakespeare 
(an international favourite), Milton 
and the Romantic poets. In this 
lecture we will be looking at artistic 
responses to a wide variety of literary 
sources. Join Art Society lecturer  
Val Woodgate to learn more.
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Wednesday 24 March, 2-3pm

MONSTROUS MURDERS  
IN THE METROPOLIS
An intense examination of five 
ghastly murders committed in 
London in the first half of the  
20th century. They all set the  
nation talking and ended with 
the abrupt tightening of a noose 
of rope, yet despite being past 
history their re-evaluation 
continues. Join City Guide Robert 
Stephenson to learn more.

Wednesday 17 March, 11am-1pm

WALK – SHARDLAKE’S 
LONDON
C J Sansom’s best-selling Shardlake 
novels roam the country but several 
of them are firmly based in London. 
City Guide Jill Finch’s walk from 
Staple Inn to Walbrook discusses the 
plots, the characters and the historical 
events that inform the novels, as she 
takes you through the streets that 
Shardlake knew so well.
£9 plus booking fee
Meet outside Café Vergnano at Staple Inn.  
Exit 3 from Chancery Lane tube station.

Just before midnight on Friday 16th 
January 1911, the City of London 
Police knocked on the door of 11 
Exchange Buildings, just off 
Houndsditch. They were 
investigating some strange drilling 
noises at the back of Samuel Harris’s 
jewellery shop. What they did not 
expect was that the burglars were 
armed with semi-automatic guns. 
Five police officers were shot and 
three died. Suspects were traced, 
which led to the Siege of Sidney 
Street. Only one woman was ever 
convicted of this crime, and she was 
released after an appeal. Join Kim 
Bidulph to find out more from the 
archives of the case and exhibits 
taken to the trial. 

Thursday 4 March, 2-2.45pm

ADVENTURES 
AT SEA
Explore Guildhall Library’s rich and 
varied resources for Merchant Navy 
history from the Lloyd’s Marine 
and Newall Dunn Collections with 
Librarian Jeanie Smith. Our 
internationally valued maritime 
collections offer tales of ships, their 
voyages, bravery and misfortune. 
Join us to discover more.

EVENTS

Wednesday 31 March, 2-3pm

MAGNA CARTA & THE CITY
The City of London played an active 
role in the events that led to Magna 
Carta’s creation in 1215 and was a 
major player in the events that 
brought King John to the negotiating 
table with his rebellious Barons. 
London was also the only city 
specifically named in Magna Carta 
and its Mayor was one of the 

Thursday 18 March, 2-3pm

THE HOUNDSDITCH 
MURDERS

appointed ‘sureties’ 
who were appointed 
to see that its provisions 
were carried out. City 
Guide Jill Finch’s talk looks at the 
turbulent years leading up to that 
meeting at Runnymede and how the 
City forged its own way into the 
history of Magna Carta.

Thursday 11 March, 7-8pm

ROMAN BRITAIN’S  
MISSING LEGION:  
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED  
TO LEGIO IX HISPANA
Legio IX Hispana had a long and 
active history, it being one of the key 
legions during the various campaigns 
of conquest in Britain and later 
founding York, from where it 
guarded the northern frontiers in 
Britain. But the last evidence for its 
existence in Britain comes from AD 
108 in York. The mystery of its 
disappearance has inspired debate 
and imagination for decades. Author 
Dr Simon Elliott considers the 
evidence for four of the theories, and 
other possibilities in his new book. 
Join us to learn more.



Monday 26 April, 2-3pm

FLEET STREET:  
WRITTEN IN STONE
For years Fleet Street was the 
adopted home of authors, poets, 
writers of all kinds - an area steeped 
in ink, stained history and haunted 
by their ghosts. City Guide Jill Finch’s 
talk looks back at that history and at 
the street today. From literary lions to 
waxworks and a pub that crossed the 
road, Fleet Street still has a tale or 
two to tell.

Wednesday 14 April, 2-3pm

ROSES ROUND THE DOOR 
Today in 1471 London was adjusting 
to the outcome of a pivotal battle in 
the Wars of the Roses, fought at 
Barnet at the end of today’s Northern 
Line Underground. At the 550th 
anniversary Lester Hillman, explores 
the victors and vanquished, the 
dramas and the tragedies including 
the perspectives of City 
commentators like Shakespeare, 
writing a century later.

Wednesday 7 April, 2-3pm

THE MYSTERIOUS WORLD 
OF SALVADOR DALI
Probably the most well-known and 
popular artist of the 20th century, 
Dali was a self-publicist who filled 
gossip columns with accounts of his 
eccentricities for over 60 years. His 
paintings of the invisible world of the 
unconscious mind were considered 
shocking even among a group of 
extremists like the Surrealists, and 
after joining them he quickly became 
their most exotic and well-known 
member. His soft watches and huge 
animals with stick-insect legs are 
among the most memorable invented 
images of our time, and his Christ of 
St. John of the Cross is a highly 
original re-working of one of the 
central themes of Western art. Join 
Art Society lecturer Val Woodgate to 
learn more.

EVENTS

Monday 19 April, 2-3pm
Tuesday 20 April, 2-3pm

HISTORY DISCUSSION: 
QUEEN ANNE -  

WEAK AND 
IRRESOLUTE? 
Guildhall Library history 
discussion group facilitated 
by Assistant Librarian 
Isabelle Chevallot. A 
chance to discuss your 
favourite kings and 
queens of England.  
A short paper will  
be provided by the 
facilitator ahead of the 

session for you to read in 
preparation for the 

discussion. 

Wednesday 21 April, 2-3pm

FILLING IN THE GAPS:  
THE DISCOVERY OF 
LONDON’S ROMAN 
AMPHITHEATRE AND ITS 
LOCATION IN NORTH-
WESTERN LONDINIUM
Until the discovery of London’s 
Roman Amphitheatre in 1988 this 
part of Roman London was 
comparatively little understood. 
This talk by Andrew Lane explores 
the discovery, conservation and 
form of this important public 
building and examines how in a 
little over thirty years new 
excavations have transformed our 
knowledge of the area. 
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Wednesday 28 April, 11am-1pm

WALK - THE PRINT &  
THE PRESS: EXPLORING 
FLEET STREET
Following on from her talk on Fleet 
Street, Jill Finch’s walk explores that 
street, and oh what a street it is. 
This is where the writers, the artists, 
the thinkers and the rogues lived, 
worked, relaxed and created. 
Follow in the footsteps of the men 
of letters, through the alleyways 
and past the inns which still ring 
with the echoes of their lives and 
their stories.
£9 plus booking fee
Meet at Blackfriars Tube station  
(Queen Victoria Street exit). Walk takes  
2 hours approximately. Ends at Temple Bar.

Tuesday 27 April, 2-3pm

THE GREEN MAN: THE 
CARVINGS & THE DEBATE
This once obscure carving - half-man, 
half-greenery - is found abundantly 
in medieval churches, but has 
recently risen to prominence because 
it symbolically reflects the ecological 
movement. A review of the many 
theories that attempt to explain his 
origin and meaning. Join City Guide 
Robert Stephenson to learn more.

#citycelebrates

PAGEANTRY AND 
PERFORMANCE  
THE CITY CELEBRATES
We have launched a new social  
media exhibition Pageantry and 
Performance the City celebrates.  
Follow the #citycelebrates tag to  
see all our posts. 

For over 800 years the City of London 
and its ancient livery companies have 
put on music, pageantry and drama. 
This exhibition takes you back in time 
to the 16th and 17th centuries, when 
the city streets were regularly 
thronged with people watching 
colourful and noisy processions to 
celebrate the inauguration of the new 
Lord Mayor, to welcome the new 
monarch, or to host a royal visitor. 

This exhibition had originally 
planned to be shown in Guildhall 
Library over the summer which had 
to be postponed due to Covid 
closure. Instead we are pleased to be 
able to present here a brand-new 
exhibition never seen before. 

We will be posting updates on 
Wednesdays with associated book 
recommendations on Thursdays. And 
be sure to visit the research project’s 
website https://civiclondon.
wordpress.com to learn more about 
the research behind the exhibition.

Twitter - @GuildhallLib
Facebook - @GuildhallLibrary

EVENTS

EXHIBITIONS

https://twitter.com/guildhalllib?lang=en
https://en-gb.facebook.com/GuildhallLibrary


ALL EVENTS REQUIRE BOOKING AND TAKE PLACE ONLINE.  
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH EVENTBRITE:
WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES REGARDING BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT:
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK
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WHEN WILL GUILDHALL  
LIBRARY REOPEN? 
Guildhall Library will be opening 
by appointment only from  
8 December and will continue to  
be open every Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday, 10.30am – 3.30pm 
until 23 December. 

We will reopen after Christmas  
and New Year on 5 January 
continuing with the same opening 
hours (subject to any further 
Government announcement).

WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK
mailto:guildhall.library@cityoflondon.gov.uk

