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Tuesday 18 May, 2-3pm

FROM THE CONVICT  
YEARS TO THE MODERN 
ERA – ART DOWN UNDER
Immigrant artists’ responses to this 
strange new continent were initially 
seen through European, and 
especially British, artistic traditions 
but as the 19th century progressed 
they found their own artistic 
language through which to respond 
to the unique landscape and culture 
Down Under. Images of the pioneer 
or the sheepshearer would become 
Australian icons. In the 20th century 
many Australian artists achieved 
international recognition, and 
indigenous artists painted responses 
to contemporary life while retaining 
links to ancestral traditions. Art 
Down Under continues to flourish in 
the 21st century. Join Arts Society 
Lecturer Val Woodgate to learn more. 

EVENTS

Tuesday 4 May, 2-3pm

THE TURNER PRIZE 
EXPLAINED
Established in 1984 and causing 
controversy almost every year since, 
the Turner Prize is regarded by many 
as a great showcase for British 
avant-garde art, and by others as 
conceptualist rubbish. The exhibitions, 
each Autumn, continue to draw larger 
crowds and many of its early 
nominees have become household 
names. This lecture looks at great 
winners (and losers) from the past and 
clarifies the ideas behind the annual 
competition. Join Arts Society Lecturer 
Frank Woodgate to learn more.

Wednesday 19 May, 2-3pm

TEA & COFFEE IN THE  
CITY – A VIRTUAL WALK 
FROM ALDGATE TO BANK
Tea and coffee were part of the  
fabric of the City of London in the 
18th & 19th centuries. One was big 
business and the other fuelled  
both the businesses and the 
businessmen. This Virtual Walk with 
City Guide Jill Finch goes from 
Aldgate to Bank looking at just how 
important and high profile the City’s 
caffeine fix was.

Tuesday 25 May, 2-3pm

ABRAM GAMES  
AND HIS FESTIVAL OF  
BRITAIN SYMBOL -  
70TH ANNIVERSARY
In 1948, ‘Official War Poster Artist’, 
Abram Games won the competition 
to design the symbol for the Festival 
of Britain. This nation-wide festival 
opened 70 years ago on 4 May 1951 
and following its successful five 
months run, it left an enduring legacy 
on design in Britain. This talk will 
follow Games’s creative process from 
designer’s brief to the ubiquitous, 
versatile and memorable ‘Britannia’ 
emblem which adorned buildings, 
posters, souvenirs and stamps. 
Games’s Festival contribution helped 
to give colourless post-war Britain a 
welcome ‘tonic to the nation’.  
Join Naomi Games to learn more.

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND WILL  
BE TAKING PLACE ONLINE. 
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AND WE CANNOT 
ENSURE A PLACE WITHOUT A TICKET. 
DETAILS OF HOW TO BOOK CAN BE  
FOUND ON THE BACK PAGE.

© Antony Gormley Angel 

of the North 1998

Tuesday 11 May, 2-3pm

‘ENGLAND’S KENNEDY 
MOMENT’ – 11 MAY 1812
Lester Hillman will explore the 
Regency assassination of Prime 
Minister Spencer Perceval and how 
the drama played out in the City. 
What were the motives? Can parallels 
be traced with the assassination of 
President Kennedy in 1963? Join us  
to learn more.

THE 
GORGEOUS 
& GHASTLY 
GEORGIANS



Wednesday 23 June, 2-3pm 

NEW BEGINNINGS - 
REBUILDING THE CITY 
AFTER THE GREAT FIRE  
OF LONDON
Work to rebuild the City of London 
began almost immediately after the 
Great Fire of 1666. New rules and 
regulations and new ideas meant a 
renewed City emerged like a phoenix 
from the ashes. City of London Guide 
Jill Finch looks at how London 
started to rewrite its history and got  
a new beginning.

EVENTS

Monday 14 June, 2-3pm

AN ARTIST’S BEST FRIEND 
– THE DOG IN ART
Dogs are man’s most loyal and 
forgiving friend and have provided 
inspiration, solace and 
companionship throughout a variety 
of artistic lives. From the poignancy 
of Landseer, Queen Victoria’s 
favourite animal painter, to Picasso’s 
obsession with a dachshund called 
Lump to the whippets of Freud and 
so many more, discover the role dogs 
have played in an artist’s life and 
many of the masterpieces they have 
inspired. Join Arts Society Lecturer 
Alexandra Epps to learn more.

Wednesday 30 June, 2-3pm

THE CURIOUS STORY OF 
LEY LINES & LONDON 
In 1921 the antiquarian Alfred 
Watkins discovered what he thought 
was a system of straight prehistoric 
tracks connecting ancient sites across 
the country. Find out how these 
magically morphed into so-called  
ley lines and their relationship to  
the capital city. Join City of London 
Guide Robert Stephenson to  
learn more.
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Tuesday 6 July, 2-3pm

REVEALING THE  
BEAUTY OF NATURE -  
THE LANDSCAPE ART OF 
ANDY GOLDSWORTHY
Andy Goldsworthy (born 1956) 
is one of the most interesting and 
innovative landscape artists working 
in Britain today. He mostly works in 
the open air, using natural materials 
such as leaves, ice, stones or trees 
to make exquisitely beautiful 
but usually ephemeral images 
in the great Romantic landscape 
tradition. This lecture will consider 
Goldsworthy’s work in the context 
of Land Art as practised since the 
late 1970s by artists such as Robert 
Smithson in the USA and (in the 
UK) Richard Long. It will also, of 
course, include examples of some 
of Goldsworthy’s most imaginative 
and beautiful works of art in the 
landscape. Join Arts Society Lecturer 
Frank Woodgate to learn more.

THE 
GORGEOUS 
& GHASTLY 
GEORGIANS
Monday and Tuesday 28 & 29 June, 2-3pm

GEORGE I: UNACQUAINTED 
WITH OUR LANGUAGE AND 
OUR CONSTITUTION? 
Guildhall Library history discussion 
group facilitated by Assistant 
Librarian Isabelle Chevallot. A chance 
to discuss your favourite kings and 
queens of England. A short paper will 
be provided by the facilitator ahead 
of the session for you to read in 
preparation for the discussion. 



Tuesday 27 July, 2-3pm

THE PAINTINGS OF 
HIERONYMUS BOSCH
Bosch’s paintings of devils,  
demons and deadly sins are truly 
unforgettable. At the same time, his 
extraordinary treatment of religious 
themes can be deeply moving.  
His works are among the most 
mysterious in the whole of European 
art, yet if we examine them in the 
contexts of contemporary politics and 
cultural sources we find that not only 
are they perfectly understandable, 
but they also provide an amazing 
insight into the society in which the 
artist lived. Join Arts Society Lecturer 
Val Woodgate to learn more.

EVENTS

Tuesday 13 July, 2-3pm

WHEN THE LORD MAYOR 
MET THE MAN FROM 
OUTER SPACE - 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY
Marking the diamond anniversary of 
the visit of Yuri Gagarin in 1961, City 
of London Guide Lester Hillman will 
explore the medieval and earlier 
astronomical heritage of the City 
including heraldic, religious, 
Shakespearian, art, sculpture, 
technological, institutional and 
commercial aspects. The cultural and 
diplomatic successes achieved exactly 
60 years ago will be celebrated with 
handy tips on the best chocolates to 
offer astronauts and why? 

Wednesday 28 July, 2-3pm

WOMEN IN THE CITY
Virginia Woolf said, ‘for most of 
history Anonymous was a woman’ 
and although there have always been 
women in the City we did not always 
see or hear them. This talk by City 
Guide Jill Finch looks at how 
different women coped with life in 
the Square Mile over the centuries.

Friday 6 August, 2-3pm

CAROLINE OF 
BRUNSWICK – 
“INJURED QUEEN  
OF ENGLAND”
7th August 2021 is the 200th 
anniversary of the death of Queen 
Caroline, the estranged wife of 
George IV. An eccentric and licentious 
Caroline won the overwhelming 
support of the British public even 
when she was put on trial in the 
House of Lords charged with 
adultery – the so called “Queen 
Caroline Affair”. However, by the 
time of her death, she had been 
publicly humiliated and largely 
abandoned. Her coffin bore the 
epitaph “Caroline of Brunswick:  
The Injured Queen of England”.  
Join Librarian Ann Martin as we  
look at Caroline, her ill-fated 
marriage and her unlikely role as  
the standard bearer of the oppressed 
in Georgian Britain. 
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Monday 19 July, 2-3pm

THE CORONATION BANQUET  
OF GEORGE IV 1821
King George IV’s coronation banquet, 
which was held 200 years ago this year, 
was like everything else in his life, 
extravagant, showy and expensive.  
Join our Principal Librarian, Dr Peter 
Ross to learn about the menus, some  
of the individual dishes served, and  
why George IV’s was the last official 
Coronation banquet to be held.



Wednesday 18 August, 2-3pm

WELCOME TO  
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL  
– A VIRTUAL TOUR
Jill Finch is a City of London Guide 
who also guides in St Paul’s 
Cathedral. Jill will take you on a 
Virtual Tour – from the Great West 
Doors via the Dome and Wren’s 
Great Open Space to the glorious 
19th century mosaics and down to 
the Crypt. Enjoy the Cathedral’s 
beauty – and hear its history and 
some stories along the way.

Monday 9 August, 2-3pm

THE SECOND ELIZABETHAN 
AGE –BRITISH ART  
SINCE 1952
From the early years of Queen 
Elizabeth II’s reign to her Diamond 
Jubilee in 2012, British art moved to 
the forefront of the international 
avant-garde. World-renowned artists 
such as Henry Moore, Francis Bacon, 
Lucian Freud and David Hockney 
dominated the early part of the 
period, while more recently Chris 
Ofili, Antony Gormley, Damien Hirst 
and Tracey Emin have used a variety 
of media which can surprise and 
shock. British art has gone from 
strength to strength, making the UK 
one of the leading centres of western 
art at the beginning of the 21st 
century. Join Arts Society Lecturer 
Frank Woodgate to learn more.

Tuesday 24 August, 2-3pm

MORE THAN JUST BUNS: 
DINING OUT WITH  
THE GEORGIANS
The Georgians of all classes dined out 
in pubs, French Ordinaries, and 
Confectioners. They ate all kinds of 
street food and had an almost 
insatiable appetite for buns. Join our 
Principal Librarian, Dr Peter Ross to 
discover where they dined, what they 
ate and how much they were willing 
to pay.

Thursday 12 August, 2-3pm

‘STILL PUSHING THE BOAT 
OUT’ – THE REGENT’S 
CANAL TWO CENTURIES ON
Here, on the Prince Regent’s birthday, 
is another chance to catch a 
presentation about the opening in 
August 1820 of the completed 
Regent’s Canal. City of London 
Guide Lester Hillman has been 
involved for the last fifty years of its 
two-century life. He will explore the 
engineering, political and social 
forces as well as uncovering 
surprising links to comedy and City 
institutions including the Guildhall 
Art Collection. 

Tuesday 17 August, 2-3pm

GREEK MYTHS  
AND LEGENDS
Greek myths and legends have 
inspired some of the most beautiful 
and memorable works of art  
every created in the Western world.  
Join Arts Society Lecturer Val 
Woodgate to learn more.

EVENTS

Cupid and Psyche 

by Canova

© Chris Ofili 

No Woman, 

No Cry 1998
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To mark the 200th anniversary of 
the coronation of King George IV  
and the death of Queen Caroline, 
Guildhall Library is holding a 
series of lectures, discussion 
groups, and an exhibition. Topics 
will include the monarchy, living 
and eating in Georgian London,  
a virtual trip along the River 
Thames in 1750, and other events 
in this and in our next brochure.

 19 July – 31 December 2021

CAROLINE OF  
BRUNSWICK:  
“BRITAIN’S  
INJURED QUEEN”
When Queen Caroline was refused 
entry to her husband King George the 
Fourth’s coronation in 1821, it was 
the culmination of an extraordinary 
and at times bizarre life. A life that 
highlighted the inequalities that 
women even as elevated as the 
Queen suffered. She had become a 
figurehead for the growing Radical 
movement that demanded political 
reform and opposed the unpopular 
king. Her popularity with the public 
as well as her vilification by some 
sections of the Press is a story that 
resonates across two centuries. This 
exhibition marks the anniversary of 
Caroline’s death on 7th August 1821, 
just three weeks after the doors of 
Westminster Abbey had been 
slammed in her face. 

EXHIBITIONS

THE 
GORGEOUS 
& GHASTLY 
GEORGIANS
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ALL EVENTS REQUIRE BOOKING AND TAKE PLACE ONLINE.  
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH EVENTBRITE:
WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES REGARDING BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT:
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK

GUILDHALL
The Library of London History
LIBRARY

Guildhall Library
Aldermanbury, London EC2V 7HH
guildhall.library@cityoflondon.gov.uk
cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/libraries/guildhall-library Follow

EVENTS  
AND EXHIBITIONS

WHEN WILL GUILDHALL  
LIBRARY REOPEN? 
Under Government restrictions, 
Guildhall Library remains closed 
for the time being. Although the 
Government has indicated that 
Libraries may be able to open to 
the public no earlier than 12 April, 
we cannot at the moment confirm 
when Guildhall Library will be 
able to reopen. As soon as we can 
we will post our reopening plan on 
our webpage: 
cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/
libraries/guildhall-library

WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK
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