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ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND WILL BE 
TAKING PLACE EITHER ONLINE, ONSITE  
OR BOTH (HYBRID). EXCEPT WALKS.
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AND WE CANNOT 
ENSURE A PLACE WITHOUT A TICKET.
DETAILS OF HOW TO BOOK CAN BE  
FOUND ON THE BACK PAGE.EVENTS

Thursday 5 May, 2-3pm

THE EXPRESSIVE  
POWER OF BRONZE:  
THE SCULPTURES  
OF ELISABETH FRINK
This lecture examines the work of one 
of the outstanding figures of 
twentieth-century sculpture, an artist 
who achieved an international 
reputation for her monumental works 
depicting the human figure, birds and 
other animals. Frink’s work will be 
examined in the context of great 
British and European predecessors 
such as Henry Moore, Auguste Rodin 
and Alberto Giacometti, as well as 
her contemporaries, including Reg 
Butler, Jean Fautrier and Germaine 
Richier. Join Frank Woodgate, Arts 
Society Lecturer to find out more.

Tuesday 10 May, 2-3pm

WOMEN IN  
MEDIEVAL LONDON
In the years following the Black Death of 
1348-9 in London, in which as many as 
50% of the population died, women 
enjoyed something of a ‘Golden Age’. 
Young women can be found apprenticed 
in a number of crafts, married women 
could trade as ‘femmes soles’ and 
widows are to be found running 
businesses, trading with Italian 
merchants and taking on apprentices of 
their own. The rise in population in the 
early sixteenth century and the advent 
of Protestantism altered the 
opportunities and the public profile of 
women in London. This insightful talk 
by Professor Caroline Barron will 
explore some of the evidence in the 
city’s records which can reveal the 
different roles played by women in 
London the medieval period.

Wednesday 18 May, 2-3pm

CITY BY THE BOOK
The City is well known as the 
Financial District. Sharp suits, 
glass towers, the rush of money 
and power. But, if you look 
beneath all of this, the written 
word runs through the Square 
Mile and the echoes of poets and 
authors are round every corner. 
Join City of London Guide Jill 
Finch to learn more.

Thursday 19 May, 2-3pm

LEONARDO DAVINCI’S 
CODE: LESS IS MORE!
Leonardo DaVinci stated that, 
‘Simplicity is the ultimate 
sophistication’. A gifted genius with 
a fertile mind and an insatiable 
curiosity, he carried out meticulous 
experiments and recorded his 
observations in order to understand 
how everything worked and to 
search for universal truths. Join 
Linda Casey, Arts Society Lecturer to 
find out more.



Tuesday 24 May, 2-3pm

THE MODERN EUROPEAN 
GALLERIES AT  
THE BRITISH MUSEUM 
The Mediaeval European collection in 
the museum holds some of the most 
famous objects found in this country, 
including the Lewis Chessmen and 
the Sutton Hoo Ship Burial. These 
tend to overshadow their later 
European companions but many 
of these objects are as interesting 
and important to the history 
of our continent. This 
virtual tour recreates a free 
tour that the museum used 
to offer but is no longer 
available. Join Dr Bill 
Sterling to find out more.

EVENTS

Wednesday 25 May, 2-3pm

STRANDED
From toffs to tarts, from sophistication to squalor and 
from markets to music halls, one thoroughfare has 
seen it all over its long history. In this talk, Pete Smith 
follows the Strand from St Clement Danes Church to 
Trafalgar Square. Along the way, you can expect to 
meet a well-dined cat, a mad elephant, four lions, a 
crocodile, a gorilla – and a disembodied nose!

Thursday 26 May, 11am -1pm

WALK:
GALLERY ON THE STREET - 
PUBLIC ART IN THE CITY  
Join Alexandra Epps, City of London 
Guide, for a fascinating stroll through 
the City of London to explore its 
wealth of modern and contemporary 
public art. Discover creations ranging 
from the hand crafted to the high 
tech, all waiting to be found on the 
historic streets or within the hidden 
courtyards and quiet gardens of the 
unique ‘Square Mile’.
£20 plus booking fee (ticket includes headset 
hire).Meet beside statue of Queen Anne outside 
west front of St Paul’s Cathedral

Friday 27 May, 11am –12.45pm

WALK:  
LET’S ALL GO DOWN  
THE STRAND 
After meeting Pete Smith outside 
Temple Underground Station, you 
will explore the Strand as far as 
Trafalgar Square, meeting: the 
engineer who saved a city; the 
nobleman who demolished a church 
to build himself a mansion; the 
revolting peasants whose appetite for 
sweet wine cost them their lives; and 
the oddest street name in London.
£10 plus booking fee. Meet outside Temple 
Underground Station

Tuesday 31 May, 2-3.30pm

FRIENDS AT  
GUILDHALL LIBRARY
Exclusive to members of the 
Friends of Guildhall Library with 
an on-site London history related 
talk followed by a drinks reception.
Exclusive Friends of Guildhall Library Event

Monday 6 June, 11am–1pm

WALK:  
CITY BY THE BOOK 
This walk, to accompany ‘City by 
the Book’ talk by City Guide Jill 
Finch, follows in the footsteps of 
authors and poets who still have a 
presence on our City’s streets.
£9 plus booking fee. Meet at St Paul’s tube 
station outside Caffè Nero.



Wednesday 8 June, 2–3pm

SHAKESPEARE IN THE CITY
Although we think of Shakespeare as 
“the man from Stratford”, he spent 
most of his creative life in London, 
and the city left its mark on him. In 
this talk, Pete Smith will introduce 
you to what traces of him can still be 
found in and around the City.

EVENTS

Thursday 9 June, 11am–12.30pm

WALK:  
IN SHAKESPEARE’S 
FOOTSTEPS
After meeting by the pond in 
Guildhall Yard outside the entrance 
to St Lawrence Jewry church, this 
walk with Pete Smith leads through 
the core of Elizabethan and Jacobean 
London, to where Shakespeare lived, 
worked and spent his leisure time 
with friends and fellow writers.
£10 plus booking fee.
Meet by the pond in Guildhall Yard, outside St 
Lawrence Jewry.

Tuesday 14 June, 2-3pm

FROM HISTORICAL  
FICTION TO HISTORY
Librarian and aficionado of historical 
fiction, Isabelle Chevallot explores 
how her favourite historical novels 
have given her a greater appreciation 
of historical period. From her 
childhood reading of Rosemary 
Sutcliff’s Eagle of the Ninth series to 
the novels of writers such as Jane 
Austen, Georgette Heyer, Charles 
Dickens and Sarah Waters she will 
consider how fiction gives us a 
valuable and enduring insight  
into history.

Monday & Tuesday 20 & 21 June, 2-3pm

GEORGE IV: ‘ 
A DISSOLUTE AND 
DRUNKEN FOP,  
A SPENDTHRIFT  
AND A GAMESTER...’
Guildhall Library history discussion 
group facilitated by Assistant 
Librarian Isabelle Chevallot. A chance 
to discuss your favourite kings and 
queens of England. A short paper will 
be provided by the facilitator ahead 
of the session for you to read in 
preparation for the discussion. 
Limited places available



Thursday 23 June, 2-3pm

LONDON THROUGH  
STAINED GLASS
Discover fascinating stained-glass 
stories all hidden in plain sight 
within the heart of London. From the 
sacred to the secular, cathedrals to 
churches, the Knights Templar to the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth II, Women’s 

suffrage to an icon of culinary 
delight, the Houses of Parliament to a 
boutique hotel, and a Gothic mansion 
to a greenhouse! Join Alexandra 
Epps, City of London Guide and Arts 
Society Lecturer to learn more.

Tuesday 28 June, 2–3pm

LONDON’S VILLAGES: 
BLACKHEATH
Blackheath is more than just the 
Hampstead of South London. Over 
the centuries it has welcomed 
victorious armies and royal brides, 
served as a battlefield and the 
rallying point for the Peasants’ 
Revolt, and given Londoners golf, 
rugby football and spectacular 
firework displays. Join Blackheath 
resident and enthusiast Pete Smith to 
find out more

Thursday 30 June, 11am –12.30pm

WALK:  
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR: 
BLACKHEATH
Starting from Blackheath Village in 
the ticket hall of Blackheath Station, 
this circular walking tour with Pete 
Smith uncovers some of the best-kept 
secrets of South-East London. Find 
out where golf was introduced to 
England, who is buried under the 
heath, and what Ripper suspect once 
lived here. And before you leave, 
why not try one of the village’s fine 
pubs, bakeries, or restaurants?
£10 plus booking fee.
Meet in the ticket hall of Blackheath Station

Tuesday 5 July, 2-3pm

VICTORIAN SCANDAL IN 
KENSAL GREEN CEMETERY
Not even death can protect those who 
scandalised Victorian society from 
righteous scorn. This high-minded 
presentation identifies and 
metaphorically exhumes the guilty 
occupants of London’s first garden 
cemetery to face the cold light of day. 
Join City Guide Robert Stephenson to 
find out more.

Wednesday 20 July, 11am-1.30pm

WALK:  
SHARDLAKE’S LONDON
C J Sansom’s best-selling Shardlake 
novels roam the country but several 
of them are firmly based in London. 
City Guide Jill Finch’s walk from 
Staple Inn to Walbrook discusses the 
plots, the characters and the historical 
events that inform the novels, as she 
takes you through the streets that 
Shardlake knew so well.
£9 plus booking fee
Meet outside Café Vergnano at Staple Inn. Exit 3 
from Chancery Lane tube station.

EVENTS



EVENTS

Thursday 21 July, 2-3pm

VANISHED CITY:  
LONDON’S LOST 
NEIGHBOURHOODS
London is constantly on the move. 
There is so much change all around 
us that we scarcely notice it, but 
among the areas that are vanished 
and forgotten are some of London’s 
most famous - and infamous - 
neighbourhoods. Tom Bolton’s book 
Vanished City: London’s Lost 
Neighbourhoods looks at ten places, 
which for different reasons, have 
disappeared from the map. They 
include the most feared streets in the 
Western world, London’s first 
Olympic Park, its Tudor port, and a 
high society spa resort. Join Dr Tom 
Bolton to find out more.

Tuesday 26 July, 2-3pm

ANCIENT GAMES AT  
THE BRITISH MUSEUM 
The Modern Olympics have been 
held every 4 years since 1896 except 
during war or delayed for the 
pandemic. The Ancient Olympics 
were held for over a thousand years 
and were only once delayed through 
the whim of the Emperor Nero. 
Objects from the games at Athens 
illustrate these games and how they 
differed from the modern ones. Using 
the British Museum’s collection, we 
trace the course of the Ancient Games 
which tell us about the Ancient World 

in terms of politics, religion, 
society and beliefs and 

throw a light on our 
attitudes to 
sport and its 
role in society. 
Join Dr Bill 

Sterling to find 
out more.

Monday 1 August, 2-3pm

LONDON’S VILLAGES: 
GREENWICH
Former resident Pete Smith 
catalogues the growth of 
Greenwich from a tiny fishing 
village to a Royal Borough. This 
talk aims to show that there is 
much more to this corner of 
South-East London than the 
Cutty Sark and the Royal 
Observatory.

Tuesday 2 August, 2-3pm

VINCENT VAN GOGH:  
MYTH, MADNESS, AND 
MASTER OF MODERN ART!
Van Gogh’s turbulent life forms part 
of the mythology surrounding the 
Dutch Post-Impressionist, but his 
iconic paintings represent much 
more. The deeply moving imagery, 
his distinctive painting techniques 
and use of colour reveal powerful 
emotions. Join Linda Casey, Arts 
Society Lecturer to learn out more.

Wednesday 3 August, 11am – 1pm

WALK:  
GREENWICH:  
WHERE EAST  
MEETS WEST
Once a humble fishing village and 
now London’s newest Royal 
Borough, riverside Greenwich has 
been home to kings and queens; 
astronomers and navigators; poets 
and privateers; and many more. 
Starting from under the figurehead of 
the Cutty Sark tea clipper, this walk 
will introduce you to parks and 
palaces, museums and markets, and 
all the variety of a vibrant 
community. If Greenwich was good 
enough for Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis Drake, 
Dr Johnson and Jools Holland, maybe 
you too should give it a try.
£10 plus booking fee. Meet under the figurehead 
of the Cutty Sark tea clipper.

Thursday 4 August, 2-3pm

EXPLORING EAST  
OF THE CITY:  
SPITALFIELDS & 
WHITECHAPEL
Take a virtual stroll with City Guide 
Jill Finch to explore east of the City 
- just outside the old walls. Once a 
rural retreat and home to a medieval 
priory, it became a haven for 
immigrants which turned into an 
infamous slum. These days it is seen 
as a great place to live, work and 
party and its streets have so many 
stories to tell...



EVENTS Tuesday 9 August, 2-3pm

CUTTING BACK THE  
LAYERS AT THE ROYAL 
LONDON HOSPITAL IN  
THE 19TH CENTURY 
Excavations in 2006 as part of a 
development programme at the 
Royal London Hospital by Museum 
of London Archaeology (MoLA) 
revealed fascinating insight into the 
workings of a 19th century hospital. 
With the unexpected discovery of a 
burial ground, used between 1825 to 
1840, the findings from the burials 
provided an enlightening 
opportunity for better understanding 
the complexities of medical 
interventions and use of the body in 
medicine at this time. This talk will 
look at the discoveries from the site, 
bringing together the sources that 
provided a unique opportunity to 
revisit a hospital at this significant 
point in time and an exhibition at the 
Museum of London in 2012. Join 
Jelena Bekvalac to find out more.

Wednesday 10 August, 2-3pm

ART TREASURES  
OF MADRID
Madrid is home to some of the most 
famous and important works of art in 
the world. In this lecture we will 
explore some of the outstanding 
masterpieces to be seen in the three 
major galleries in the city – The 
Prado, The Thyssen-Bornemisza and 
The Reina Sofia. Join Val Woodgate, 
Arts Society Lecturer to learn more.

Wednesday 24 August, 2-3pm

LONDON’S VILLAGES: 
BERMONDSEY AND 
ROTHERHITHE
Once one of the busiest stretches of 
the Thames, this area has numerous 
curious features. Join Pete Smith to 
learn more about: a saintly doctor, a 
bunch of pirates, a prince from a 
Pacific island, a shipful of 
nonconformists bound for the 
Americas and many more strange 
stories of these riverside villages.

Friday 26 August, 2–4pm

WALK: 
ROTHERHITHE TO  
LONDON BRIDGE
Meet Pete Smith in the booking hall 
of Bermondsey Jubilee Line Station 
for a two-hour walk with spectacular 
riverside views. The route takes you 
from Marc Brunel’s tunnel under the 
Thames to the two most famous 
bridges over it. On the way, you will 
discover a prince’s tomb, a pub that 
flies the Stars & Stripes, the Devil’s 
Neckerchief, and a fish called Wanda!
£10 plus booking fee.
Meet in the booking hall Bermondsey  
Jubilee Line Station

Thursday 25 August, 2-3pm

COMEDY, YES,  
BUT A BIT FUNNY
City Guide Lester Hillman is back on 
the ‘Feast of St Genesius’, a patron of 
clowns, to explore comedy in the City 
of London, famous fairs, customs, 
colourful individuals, events, songs, 
rhymes, language, stained glass, art, 
place names, cartoons and much 
more including comedy in the 
present day, from charity events to 
show piece ceremonial such as the 
Lord Mayor’s Show. “Laugh,  
I thought I’d never start”  
– Previous rave reviews of the 
presentation say it all!



EXHIBITION

Onsite Exhibition: From April 2022

THE CATO STREET 
CONSPIRACY:  
A TERRORIST PLOT  
IN GEORGIAN LONDON

The Cato Street Conspiracy of early 
1820 was a terrorist plot to murder all 
the British cabinet ministers and Prime 
Minister.  Led by Arthur Thistlewood, 
the conspirators were known for being 
a revolutionary organization, involved 
in unrest and propaganda and 
plotting the overthrow of the 
government. But the police had an 
informer and the plotters fell into a 
police trap and 13 were arrested, while 
one policeman was killed. 

Five conspirators were executed, and 
five others were transported to 
Australia.  This once notorious plot 
has become less well known in recent 
years and yet the documentary 
evidence and associated images  
are fascinating. Drawing on 
contemporary accounts and pictures 
in Guildhall Library’s collections this 
exhibition tells the story of the 
conspiracy, its participants and their 
ultimate fate.

ACCOMPANYING EVENTS: 

Friday 20 May, 24 June,  
22 July & 19 August,  
1-1.45pm

CURATOR’S TOURS: 
Join Librarian Ann Martin for a 
curator’s tour of the exhibition, which 
will be held once each month over 
the length of the exhibition.
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GUILDHALL LIBRARY 
IS OPEN 10AM-4PM, 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY
Our current Covid precautions 
will remain in place for the safety 
of visitors and staff. We will 
continue to require masks, unless 
you are medically exempt; social 
distancing will be in place and 
we have redesigned our systems 
and reading room to operate 
safely and smoothly. Researchers 
must follow our guidance on 
social distancing and government 
guidance on travel to and within 
the UK.

For further information and how to 
make bookings, please visit:  
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/
libraries/guildhall-library

ALL EVENTS REQUIRE BOOKING. 
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH EVENTBRITE:  
WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES REGARDING BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT:
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK

Guildhall Library
Aldermanbury, London EC2V 7HH
guildhall.library@cityoflondon.gov.uk
cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/libraries/guildhall-library Follow
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