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ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND WILL BE 
TAKING PLACE ONLINE, EXCEPT WALKS.
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AND WE CANNOT 
ENSURE A PLACE WITHOUT A TICKET. 
DETAILS OF HOW TO BOOK CAN BE  
FOUND ON THE BACK PAGE.EVENTS

Wednesday 1 September, 2-3pm

GREAT FIRE OF LONDON
Just over 350 years ago, the City of 
London burned. The flames 
consumed houses, churches, livery 
halls, city gates, the Royal Exchange 
and the jewel in the City’s crown –  
St Paul’s Cathedral. City Guide Jill 
Finch’s illustrated talk takes us 
through those momentous days in 
September 1666 when the Great Fire 
of London destroyed not just the City 
but a way of life.

 
Wednesday 8 September, 2-3pm

THE CITY’S BRIDGES:  
NOW WE ARE FIVE
From Roman times, and arguably 
before, Londoners have sought ways 
of crossing the Thames.  Pete Smith 
surveys 2,000 years of river crossings, 
and, in the process, reveals a number 
of intriguing findings, from a mid-air 
burial to a mysterious spike on 
London Bridge.



Thursday 9 September, 2-4pm

WALK:  
THE CITY’S BRIDGES
This walk with Pete Smith takes in  
all the City’s Bridges before ending 
close to St Paul’s Cathedral. Along 
the way, you will hear about the 
bridge that sprouted heads, the 
elephant that walked across the 
Thames, a daredevil pilot and a 
quick-witted bus-driver.
Meet inside All Hallows by the Tower at 2pm. 
£10 plus booking fee

THE 
GORGEOUS 
& GHASTLY 
GEORGIANS

Wednesday 15 September, 2-3pm 

A TRIP ALONG THE RIVER 
THAMES IN 1749
Using the panorama of the north bank 
of the Thames created by the Buck 
brothers in 1749, join us on a journey 
along the early Georgian river from 
Westminster to the Tower of London.  
Guided by Dr Peter Ross we will 
encounter wharves, warehouses, 
watermen and water closets, Caneletto, 
cranes and churches, and even a lost 
palace or two.
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Monday 20 September, 2-3pm

A PLETHORA OF PALACES
For over a thousand years, London 
has been a city of palaces.  Pete Smith 
tells the story of the most fascinating 
of these and of their more colourful 
inhabitants, ranging from The Wisest 
Fool in Christendom and Stinking 
Billy to a fire-raising Dutch laundress.

Tuesday 21 September, 2-3pm

HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT: 
HISTORIC GRAFFITI IN THE 
CITY OF LONDON
Historic graffiti tells us stories and 
gives us insight into how people of 
the past behaved, felt, and thought. 
The City of London has its own 
unique collection of graffiti, and 
though it is harder to find and rarer 
than in other areas of England, 
graffiti in the City has its own unique 
story to tell! We will look at several 
City of London churches with graffiti 
and learn about what they mean and 
why they were made. Join Chrystal 
Hollis to learn more.

Wednesday 22 September, 11am-12.30pm

WALK:  
PARKS AND PALACES
We cross some of London’s loveliest 
open spaces linking three royal 
palaces. Discover: a drunken 
elephant; a game that gave its name 
to a street; two old ladies who 
challenged a king’s plans; and the 
most famous orange seller in English 
history.
Meet outside the hotel on the forecourt of 
Charing Cross Station at 11am. 
£10 plus booking fee



Thursday 23 September, 2-3pm

SEARCHING FOR LONDON’S 
LOST RIVERS
When people think of rivers and 
London, they think of the Thames. 
But the City was built around many 
other rivers too, and many traces of 
these can be found for those who 
know where to look. A secret network 
of underground rivers snakes 
beneath the capital. In some places 
they can be seen and heard. 
Rediscovering them and following 
their courses transforms the way we 
see London. Using the visual - and 
aural - clues hidden in the 
streetscape, we can burrow down 
through layers of London history to 
river level, revealing the City as it 
once was. Join Dr Tom Bolton to  
learn more.

Tuesday 28 September, 2-3pm

THE ROYAL  
ART COLLECTION:  
THE QUEEN’S PAINTINGS 
Henry VIII can be considered the 
founder of the Royal Collection. Each 
successive monarch added to the 
collection and in 1953, when 
Elizabeth II came to the throne, she 
inherited a picture collection to rival 
any in the world. The Royal 
Collection of Art contains pictures 
from the Early Renaissance period to 
the Victorian era and beyond and is 
an important reflection of both the 
taste of the Monarch and of the social 
and economic thinking of the country 
at the time. We consider the forming 
of the collection before looking at a 
selection of paintings and the stories 
behind them, covering the Tudor 
period to the present day. Join Arts 
Society Lecturer Linda Collins to 
learn more.



THE 
GORGEOUS 
& GHASTLY 
GEORGIANS

Thursday 30 September, 2-3pm

LODGING IN  
GEORGIAN LONDON
The terraces of Georgian London for 
all their apparent elegance of 
appearance were, in all but the most 
elite locations, very densely occupied. 
In addition to the occupying 
household, there were very many 
men and women who lodged in 
rooms that could be spared. Some 
were famous: Jonathan Swift, Lord 

EVENTS
Byron, John Keats. Others were 
more obscure. Contemporary 
estimates of the number of lodgers 
in the capital was some 40,000 
people, around – more than the 
entire population of Norwich, 
England’s second city. This talk 
looks at how a newcomer to London 
found a room and what life was like 
in a crowded house shared with 
strangers who were subsidising the 
household budget. Join Gillian 
Williamson to learn more.



Tuesday 12 October, 2-3pm

PEOPLE OF  
THE PAST: LET 
THE BONES DO 
THE TALKING
The history of 
London is visible in 
many ways all 

around us with archaeological 
excavations providing exciting 
revelations from beneath us. The 
excavations have uncovered not only 
buildings and material objects but 
also the skeletal remains of people 
who lived and died in London 
detailing the diverse story of London. 
The Museum of London curates a 
unique collection of archaeologically 
derived human skeletal remains, 
spanning over 2,000 years. This talk 
will illustrate that through the 
examination of the skeletal remains. 
Join Jelena Bekvalac to learn more.

Monday 4 October, 2-3pm

GOD & MAMMON
In the 1st century AD the Romans 
bridged the River Thames and 
founded Londinium as a trading 
post. In the 7th century a Roman 
mission was sent to London and St 
Paul’s was built on Ludgate Hill. 
Throughout its history the City has 
had two main themes – money and 
religion. This talk by City Guide & 
Lecturer Jill Finch looks at how both 
God & Mammon have moulded the 
Square Mile over 2000 years. Join us 
to learn more.

Thursday 7 October, 2-3pm

A MUDLARK’S TREASURES
Mudlarking, searching the Thames 
foreshore for items of value, has a 
long tradition in London. Modern-
day mudlark Ted Sandling shares his 
passion for unearthing relics of the 
past from the banks of the Thames 
and describes his most evocative 
finds. From Roman tiles to elegant 
Georgian pottery, these objects create 
a mosaic of everyday London life 
through the centuries, touching on 
the journeys, pleasures, vices and 
industries of a world city. He 
celebrates the beauty of small things, 
and the intangible connection that 
found objects give us to the past. Join 
us to learn more.
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Thursday 14 October, 6.30 – 8pm

ROMAN CONQUESTS: 
BRITAIN
In this lecture based on his new book, 
Roman Conquests: Britain, Dr Simon 
Elliott draws on the latest research 
and archaeological evidence to 
present a new narrative of the Roman 
conquest (never completed) of 
Britain. From Julius Caesar’s initial 
incursions in 55 and 54 BC, through 
the Claudian invasion of 43 AD and 
the campaigns of expansion and 
pacification thereafter, he analyses the 
Roman army in action. The weapons, 
equipment, organization, leadership, 
strategy and tactics of the legions and 
their British foes are described and 
analysed in detail in the lecture, with 
a focus on the ferocity of native 
resistance such that the island was 
never wholly subdued and required a 
disproportionate military presence 
for the duration of its time as a 
Roman province.

Monday 18 October, 2-3pm 

LONDON’S VILLAGES: 
BLOOMSBURY
Few villages can claim a world-
famous museum, a church that held a 
Christmas dinner for a hundred 
chimney-sweeps’ apprentices, the site 
of Hogarth’s Gin Lane and the 
Godless College on Gower Street. In 
this talk, Pete Smith aims to introduce 
you to these and many of the other 
oddities of Bloomsbury.

Wednesday 20 October, 11am-12.30pm

WALK:  
BLOOMSBURY: GROUPS, 
SQUARES & TRIANGLES
If all you know about Bloomsbury is 
that it was home to groups of artists 
who lived in squares and loved in 
triangles, this walk , led by Pete Smith, 
should introduce you to many other 
aspects of this fascinating district.
Meet in the booking hall of Tottenham Court Road 
Station, close to Exit 2 at 11.00am.
£10 plus booking fee



Wednesday 20 October, 2-3pm

ANTONY GORMLEY AND THE 
NEW FACE OF TRADITION
Antony Gormley studied 
archaeology, anthropology and the 
history of art at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. His work is astonishing 
and thought-provoking, and sheds a 
new light on the tradition of 
sculpture involving the human body. 
This lecture looks briefly at the 
history of sculpture, from classical 
Greek marble carvings and cast 
bronze works, and its development 
until the present day, showing how 
innovative and imaginative Gormley 
and other modern sculptors can be. 
Join Arts Society Lecturer Frank 
Woodgate to learn more.

Wednesday 27 October, 2-3pm

WILL POWER: DICK 
WHITTINGTON’S LEGACY 
Whittington’s Will is dated 5 
September 1421, we are at a 600th 
anniversary. Can subtle references to 
his benefactions and executors be 
traced in Shakespeare’s dramas? 
What of pantomime and London’s 
modern streetscape? 
The present 
Whittington stone 
on Highgate Hill is 
two hundred years 
old this year. In a 
presentation 
chiming with Old 
Lord Mayor’s Show 
Day, City Guide 
Lester Hillman 
explores the legend 
and myth.
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Wednesday 3 November, 2-3pm

HOW TO BE  
A LORD MAYOR
Fancy being in charge of the Square 
Mile? Living in the Mansion House? 
City Guide Jill Finch’s light-hearted 
guide to becoming Lord Mayor 
describes the route to this top title, 
with tips for success and insights into 
the history of a job that has been 
around for more than 800 years.  
Join us to learn more.

Monday and Tuesday 1 & 2 November, 2-3pm

HISTORY DISCUSSION: 
GEORGE II: ALL  
THE WEAKNESS OF  
A LITTLE MIND? 
Guildhall Library history  
discussion group facilitated by 
Assistant Librarian Isabelle 
Chevallot. A chance to discuss your 
favourite kings and queens of 
England. A short paper will be 
provided by the facilitator ahead of 
the session for you to read in 
preparation for the discussion. 
Limited places available



Wednesday 10 November, 2-3pm

FIVE LONDON NOVELS 
FROM HANDHELD PRESS
Discover five London novels from the 
early 20th century. Ernest Bramah’s 
1907 Edwardian thriller What Might 
Have Been is fantastical, political and 
very funny. Rose Macaulay’s Non-
Combatants and Others was the first 
pacifist British novel of the First 
World War. Latchkey Ladies (1920) by 
Marjorie Grant was about new 
temptations and freedoms for 
post-war working women. Jane 
Oliver and Ann Stafford’s Business as 
Usual from 1933 is a delightful 
illustrated comic novel about the 
books department at Selfridges. Inez 
Holden’s reportage 
in Blitz Writing 
records the lives of 

women working 
the night shifts 
during the 
London Blitz. Join 
Kate Macdonald 
to learn more.

Friday 12 November, 2-3pm

A WICKED CITY
Pete Smith rounds up 
some of the many stories 
of Londoners’ vice and 
depravity. Join him to 
meet a variety of rogues 
and their victims, and to 
find how to tell a 
blowsabella from a toppin 
cove, a Patricio from a quire bird, an 
Abram man from a cony catcher and 
a molly from a punchable nun.

Saturday 13 November, 11am-12.30pm

WALK: HISS THE VILLAIN
This circular walk, starting from the steps 
of St Paul’s Cathedral close to the statue of 
Queen Anne, invites walkers to encounter 
a range of cheats, frauds, thieves, whores 
and cold-blooded killers. Passing a 
notorious no-go area where life was cheap, 
and the site of a prison described as ‘an 
emblem of Hell itself’, it introduces some 
chilling monsters – from Dickens’s fictional 
Fagin to the possibly real Sweeny Todd.
Meet at the west end of St Paul’s, close to the statue  
of Queen Anne at 11.00am.
£10 plus booking fee
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Tuesday 16 November, 2-3pm

INDIGNITIES SUFFERED BY 
THE FAMOUS DEAD
This presentation tells the shameful 
tale of posthumous ignominy 
inflicted on some notable corpses 
over the last thousand years. Join 
City of London Guide Robert 
Stephenson to learn more.

Tuesday 23 November, 2-3pm

GALLERY ON THE STREET: 
PUBLIC ART IN THE CITY
Discover the wealth of modern and 
contemporary public art in the 
unique square mile of the City of 
London - creations ranging from the 
hand crafted to the high tech. The 
artists, their techniques, lives and 
influences plus the history of the 
fascinating streets where their work 
can be found. Join Alexandra Epps, 
City of London Guide to learn more.

Monday 6 December, 2-3pm

AS GOOD AS GOLD
The story of gold and its significance 
and symbolism within the history of 
art – as the colour of the sun; the 
colour of divinity; the colour of 
status and the colour of love.  
From creations ancient and 
contemporary, sacred and profane – 
all that glitters is certainly gold… 
Join Arts Society Lecturer Alexandra 
Epps to learn more.



Thursday 9 December, 2-3pm

SMITHFIELD
In this illustrated talk by Pete Smith 
you will learn how a “smooth field” 
where horses were sold and 
tournaments took place became 
London’s biggest meat market, what 
linked a holy man to a riotous fair, 
where bodysnatchers traded corpses 
with surgeons, and when Smithfield 
ran with human blood. You will also 
be introduced to a fat boy, a 
poltergeist named Fred and a red 
cow. Join us to learn more.

Friday 10 December, 11am-12.30pm

WALK: BLOOD, BLACK 
HEARTS & BOOZE
The vicinity of Smithfield Market has 
been associated with bloodshed and 
butchery for a thousand years, but 
butchery and beer have long been 
close companions, and this area is 
also the City’s “pub heaven”. On this 
walk with Pete Smith, which starts 
from the entrance to Barbican Tube 
Station, we shall be discovering: 
where a man could legally sell his 
wife, what market became so 
scandalous that the Victorians closed 
it down, which pub became the 
“Court of Dusty Feet” and how many 
ghosts drink in a single City tavern.
Meet outside the entrance to Barbican Tube 
Station at 11am. £10 plus booking fee

Wednesday 15 December, 2-3pm

ORANGES & LEMONS:  
A CITY NURSERY RHYME
“Gay go up and gay go down 
to Ring the Bells of London Town.” 
Oranges and Lemons is an English 
nursery rhyme which refers to the 
bells of several churches, all within or 
close to the City of London; its roots 

go back to the 18th century. Using the 
rhyme as a road map, City of London 
Guide & Lecturer Jill Finch will take a 
stroll through the streets of the City 
and the East End to visit the various 
churches and look at their history.



EXHIBITIONS
THE 
GORGEOUS 
& GHASTLY 
GEORGIANS
To mark the 200th anniversary  
of the coronation of King George 
IV and the death of Queen 
Caroline, Guildhall Library is 
holding a series of lectures, 
discussion groups, and an 
exhibition. Topics include the 
monarchy, living in Georgian 
London and a virtual trip along 
the River Thames in 1749.

Exhibition will take place online, 
please follow us on:  
Twitter - @GuildhallLib  
Facebook - @GuildhallLibrary

Online Exhibition: From 9 August

CAROLINE OF  
BRUNSWICK:  
“BRITAIN’S  
INJURED QUEEN”
When Queen Caroline was refused 
entry to her husband King George the 
Fourth’s coronation in 1821, it was 
the culmination of an extraordinary 
and at times bizarre life. A life that 
highlighted the inequalities that 
women even as elevated as the 
Queen suffered. She had become a 
figurehead for the growing Radical 
movement that demanded political 
reform and opposed the unpopular 
king. Her popularity with the public 
as well as her vilification by some 
sections of the Press is a story that 
resonates across two centuries. This 
exhibition marks the anniversary of 
Caroline’s death on 7th August 1821, 
just three weeks after the doors of 
Westminster Abbey had been 
slammed in her face. 
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GUILDHALL LIBRARY IS 
OPEN BY APPOINTMENT, 
10.30AM - 3.30PM, 
TUESDAY TO THURSDAY 
Our current Covid precautions 
will remain in place for the  
safety of visitors and staff.  
We will continue to require 
masks, unless you are medically 
exempt; social distancing will be 
in place and we have redesigned 
our systems and reading room to 
operate safely and smoothly. 
Researchers must follow our 
guidance on social distancing  
and government guidance on 
travel to and within the UK.

We regret we will not be able to  
offer access to Guildhall Library 
without a booked appointment. 
For further information and how to 
make bookings, please visit: 
cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/
libraries/guildhall-library

ALL EVENTS REQUIRE BOOKING AND TAKE PLACE ONLINE.  
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH EVENTBRITE:
WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES REGARDING BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT:
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK

Guildhall Library
Aldermanbury, London EC2V 7HH
guildhall.library@cityoflondon.gov.uk
cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/libraries/guildhall-library Follow

WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK
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