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ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND WILL BE 
TAKING PLACE EITHER ONLINE, ONSITE  
OR BOTH (HYBRID). EXCEPT WALKS.
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AND WE CANNOT 
ENSURE A PLACE WITHOUT A TICKET.
DETAILS OF HOW TO BOOK CAN BE  
FOUND ON THE BACK PAGE.EVENTS

Thursday 1 September, 2-3pm

GREAT FIRE OF LONDON
Just over 350 years ago, the City of 
London burned. The flames 
consumed houses, churches, livery 
halls, city gates, the Royal Exchange 
and the jewel in the City’s crown – St 
Paul’s Cathedral. City Guide Jill 
Finch’s illustrated talk takes us 
through those momentous days in 
September 1666 when the Great Fire 
of London destroyed not just the City 
but a way of life.

Wednesday 7 September, 6-8pm

ROMAN BRITAIN’S PIRATE 
KING: CARAUSIUS, 
CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS 
AND THE FOURTH ROMAN 
INVASION OF BRITAIN
In the mid-3rd century AD Roman 
Britain’s regional fleet, the Classis 
Britannica, disappeared. It was never 
to return. Soon the North Sea and 
English Channel were over-run by 
Germanic pirates preying upon the 
east and south coast of Britain, and 
the continental coast up to the Rhine 
Delta. The western Augustus (senior 
emperor) Maximian turned to a 
seasoned naval leader called Marcus 
Aurelius Mausaeus Valerius 
Carausius to restore order. Dubbed 
the pirate king, he initially thrived, 
seeing off early attempts by 
Maximian to defeat him. Here, for the 
first time, historian and broadcaster 
Dr Simon Elliott tells the full story 
based on his most recent book. Join 
us to find out more.
£7 plus booking fee
Includes wine reception

Friday 9 September, 2-3pm

THE ART OF  
JOHN PIPER
From cathedrals to churches, cottages 
to coastlines we are never very far 
from a place John Piper has painted, 
written about or undertaken a 
commission for. One of the most 
versatile British artists of the 
twentieth century - painter, designer, 
stained glass artist, photographer and 
writer on the arts - a man of many 
parts. Join Alexandra Epps, Arts 
Society Lecturer, to learn more.

Tuesday 13 September, 2-3pm

LONDON’S VILLAGES: 
DEPTFORD
This illustrated talk by City 
Guide Pete Smith follows the 
story of a Thames-side fishing 
village that launched a 
thousand ships. For four 
centuries Deptford, which takes 
its name from a deep ford 
across the Thames, was a 
thriving Royal dockyard, 
equipping such famous 
commanders as Raleigh, Drake 
and Nelson, and introducing 
Russia’s Peter the Great to the 
mysteries of shipbuilding. 
Nowadays…but why not come 
along to find out?



EVENTS

Wednesday 14 September, 11.30am-1.15pm

WALK:  
UP THE CREEK
This walk follows the story of a 
Thames-side fishing village that 
launched a thousand ships. For four 
centuries Deptford, which takes its 
name from a deep ford across the 
Thames, was a thriving Royal 
dockyard, equipping such famous 
commanders as Raleigh, Drake and 
Nelson, and introducing Russia’s 
Peter the Great to the mysteries of 
shipbuilding. Starting from under 
the figurehead of “The Cutty Sark” 
tea clipper in Greenwich - nearest 
stations Greenwich (mainline) and 
Cutty Sark (Docklands Light 
Railway) - this walking tour with 
Pete Smith follows the Thames 
across Deptford Creek towards the 
site of the old Royal Dockyard. 
Then it loops inland, past the 
church where the murdered 
Christopher Marlowe is said to be 
buried and plunges into the busy 
market at the heart of a lively 
multicultural community.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet under the figurehead of “The Cutty Sark” 
tea clipper in Greenwich

Wednesday 21 September, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
STAINED GLASS  
IN THE CITY
Join Alexandra Epps, City of London 
Guide, for a fascinating stroll 
exploring the magical qualities of 
stained glass windows within the 
historic churches of the City of 
London. Windows both old and 
modern created by a series of 
remarkable artists and craftsmen in a 
variety of styles. Experience their 
symbolism, spiritual dimensions and 
overall radiant visual beauty. Bring 
binoculars if you have them!
£20 plus booking fee (Headset hire included  
in ticket price)
Meet outside Guildhall Art Gallery in  
Guildhall Yard EC2V 5AE

Tuesday 27 September, 2-3pm

SINGLE LONDON LADIES 
FROM HANDHELD PRESS 
Learn how single women lived in 
London in the interwar years by 
looking at their lives in fiction, 
biography and memoir from 
Handheld Press. Includes novels by 
Rose Macaulay, Marjorie Grant, Jane 
Oliver and Ann Stafford, and the life 
of Valentine Ackland. A Biography by 
Frances Bingham (2021).

Thursday 29 September, 6-8pm

BOOK LAUNCH:  
THE SONG AND  
THE SWORD
Assistant Librarian Isabelle Chevallot 
launches her historical fiction novel 
set in twelfth-century England, 
Normandy and Sicily during the 
Third Crusade. Young lovers Eleanor 
and Hugh are thwarted by their 
fathers. While Eleanor is married off 
to Baron Rolf, a man who simmers 
with menace and will stop at nothing 
in his bid for power, Hugh trains to 
become a knight and embarks on 
Crusade to escape an arranged 
marriage to a woman he despises. 
Join us to find out more.
£7 plus booking fee
Includes a display of treasures from Guildhall 
Library and wine reception

Wednesday 5 October, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
CITY BY THE BOOK
This walk, to accompany ‘City by the 
Book’ talk by City Guide Jill Finch, 
follows in the footsteps of authors 
and poets who still have a presence 
on our City’s streets.
£9 plus booking fee
Meet at St Paul’s tube station outside Caffè Nero.



Thursday 13 October, 11am-1pm

EVENTS

Tuesday 11 October, 2-3pm

A SINGULAR SQUARE
This talk tells the fascinating story of 
Trafalgar Square. We may be familiar 
with its lions, but what about the 
hippos and elephants who once 
roamed the area, and how do hawks 
and horses feature in its history?  
City Guide Pete Smith will attempt  
to answer these questions and 
introduce you to some more odd 
features of this familiar London icon, 
from the empty plinth to the smallest 
police station in Britain and from 
revels to riots. Join us to learn more.

WALK:  
ROYAL ROUTE
Just over two hundred years ago, the 
Prince Regent launched a scheme to 
carve a wide boulevard through the 
capital linking the fashionable 
development of the Regent’s Park to 
the Prince’s Carlton House residence, 
incorporating the grand piazza we 
now know as Trafalgar Square. Join 
City Guide Pete Smith to follow this 
royal route as far as Admiralty Arch 
and learn some of its curious stories.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet outside Regent’s Park Station

Tuesday 18 October, 2-3pm

WEIRD WOMEN IN LONDON: 
THE SUPERNATURAL 
METROPOLIS
Kate Macdonald of Handheld Press 
will be dipping into the extensive 
range of Handheld’s supernatural 
short story anthologies to tell 
forgotten stories about London at its 
most spooky. Includes stories by 
Edith Stewart Drewry, Margaret 
Irwin, Margery Lawrence, Katherine 
Mansfield, Elinor Mordaunt and May 
Sinclair. Join us to find out more.

Wednesday 19 October, 2-3pm

NEW BEGINNINGS - 
REBUILDING THE CITY 
AFTER THE GREAT  
FIRE OF LONDON
Work to rebuild the City of London 
began almost immediately after the 
Great Fire of 1666. New rules and 
regulations and new ideas meant a 
renewed City emerged like a phoenix 
from the ashes. City of London Guide 
Jill Finch looks at how London 
started to rewrite its history and got a 
new beginning. Join us to learn more.

Monday 31 October, 2-3pm

THE HORROR OF  
PREMATURE BURIAL
Premature burial has unquestionably happened 
in the past and there are some recent cases of 
people being saved from the brink. Who can 
contemplate this ultimate of horrors without 
being chilled to the marrow? Join City Guide 
Robert Stephenson for this worrisome but 
humorous Halloween treat.
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Tuesday 1 November, 6-8pm

LONDON’S LESSER  
KNOWN LOST RIVERS
You probably know about the buried 
River Fleet, perhaps the Tyburn, the 
Effra, the Westbourne, the Walbrook. 
But what about the Bollo Brook, the 
Cock and Pye Ditch, Counter’s Creek 
or the Moselle. Tom Bolton has 
published two books tracing the 
routes of buried rivers though the 
London streetscape, and this talk 
focuses on the lesser known 
watercourses which are perhaps even 
more revealing than those that are 
better researched. Travel from the 
intrigues of medieval Chiswick to the 
lost circus streets of Hackney, 

bobbing on the waters 
of buried brooks. Join 
us to learn more.
£7 plus booking fee
Includes wine reception

Wednesday 2 November, 2-3pm

HOW TO BE A LORD MAYOR
Fancy being in charge of the Square 
Mile? Living in the Mansion House? 
City Guide Jill Finch’s light-hearted 
guide to becoming Lord Mayor 
describes the route to this top title, 
with tips for success and insights into 
the history of a job that has been 
around for more than 800 years. Join 
us to learn more.

Tuesday 8 November, 2-3pm

THE ETRUSCANS AT  
THE BRITISH MUSEUM
The Etruscans are among the most 
mysterious of Ancient Europeans but 
they took many ideas from the 
Greeks and passed them on to the 
Romans whilst maintaining their own 
unique identity for 700 years or more. 
The British Museum has a fine 
collection of gold, bronze, ceramics 
and other objects from the many 
tombs excavated over the last couple 
of centuries. This virtual tour 
recreates a free tour that used to be 
offered by the museum but is no 
longer available and explores the 
history of the Etruscans by looking at 
a selection of the objects in the 
museum. Join Dr Bill Sterling to  
learn more.

Thursday 10 Nov, 2-3pm

THE TURNER PRIZE 
EXPLAINED
The Turner Prize was 
established in 1984 and has 
caused controversy almost 
every year since. This lecture 
looks at great winners (and 
other nominees) from the past 
and dispels some of the myths 
about the annual competition. 
It will include works by many 
of the best-loved and some of 
the more controversial artists, 
including Damien Hirst (who 
won the Prize in 1995) and 
Tracey Emin (short-listed in 
1999). The lecture also covers 
what some of the artists have 
gone on to do later. Join Frank 
Woodgate, Arts Society 
Lecturer, to find out more.

Tuesday 15 November, 2-3pm

FORGOTTEN NOVELIST  
OF FLIGHT:  
JOHN LLEWELYN RHYS
On 5 August 1940 Flight Lieutenant 
John Llewelyn Rhys died when  
his training bomber crashed at 
Harwell. He left two novels and a 
near-finished collection of short 
stories that his widow 
assembled into a collection  
that won Rhys the 1942 
Hawthornden Prize. His writing 
was routinely compared to 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry; one 
of the lost voices of British 
aviation. Join Kate Macdonald, 
Handheld Press, to learn more.
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Thursday 17 November, 6-8pm

SHOPPING IN ST PAUL’S 
CHURCHYARD
For centuries the Churchyard  
was the centre of the English book 
world, with pulpit and press 
proving a powerful 
combination. Not only  
was there bookselling, but  
it was the home for all  
kinds of luxury retailing,  
for St Paul’s and its 
Churchyard formed a link 
on the main route from the 
financial centre of the City 
to the West End. This all 
came to an abrupt end with 
the destruction in the 1940 
Blitz. In her talk, historian 
Margaret Willes will pick out 
some of the Churchyard shops and 
their customers. Join us to learn more.
£7 plus booking fee
Includes wine reception

Monday & Tuesday 21 and 22 November, 2-3pm

DISCUSSION GROUP: 
RICHARD I: ‘THE LIONHEART 
– A LEGENDARY KING...’
Guildhall Library history discussion 
group facilitated by Assistant 
Librarian Isabelle Chevallot. A chance 
to discuss your favourite kings and 
queens of England. A short paper will 
be provided by the facilitator ahead 
of the session for you to read in 
preparation for the discussion. 

Thursday 24 November, 2-3pm

WESTMINSTER’S ROYAL 
RESIDENCES
Ever since Edward the Confessor 
established his court here to witness 
the building of his abbey church, 
Westminster has been home to the 
British monarchy. This talk by City 
Guide Pete Smith traces the Crown’s 
shift from the Palace of Westminster, 
to Whitehall, to St James’s and finally 
to Buckingham Palace. Along the 
way, you will learn of the parts 
played by such various characters  
as an orange seller, a Dutch 
washerwoman and a Cardinal. 

Saturday 26 November, 11am-1pm

WALK:  
A RIGHT ROYAL 
NEIGHBOURHOOD
Join Pete Smith to explore the area 
around Buckingham Palace. On this 
circular walk you will discover how 
Birdcage Walk got its name, how 
Constitution Hill could have seen the 
assassination of two monarchs and 
why Green Park is so green.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet at the booking hall of St James’s  
Park Station

Tuesday 29 November, 2-3pm

THE INVENTED 
DEPARTMENT STORES  
OF LONDON
Join Kate Macdonald of Handheld 
Press and Tessa Boase, author of 
London’s Lost Department Stores, for 
an illustrated conversation about 
London’s fake, fictional and wholly 
invented shops. Join us to  
find out more.
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Thursday 1 December, 2-3pm

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY
Despite being known as the 
Financial District, with a 
reputation for only thinking about 
money, the City of London does 
put on a bit of a show at 
Christmas. Trees are decorated, 
lights twinkle and carols ring out 
from the City churches. Ever since 
the Romans introduced the winter 
festival of Saturnalia to 
Londinium, the people who live & 
work in the Square Mile have 
celebrated in many ways over the 
centuries. Join City of London 
Guide Jill Finch, to start the Festive 
Season with a virtual wander 
through the City streets. 

Tuesday 6 December, 2-3pm

THE QUEEN’S HOUSE 
GREENWICH
This tour was devised for a course 
entitled “Gods and Heroes: the 
influence of the Classical World on 
art in the C17th & C18th” at the 
Queen’s House in 2017 as the 
Queen’s House itself is the first 
neo-classical building in Britain and 
many of the objects displayed in it 
demonstrate the influence of the 
Classical World. This virtual tour 
takes advantage of images from when 
the Queen’s House was furnished to 
recreate how it looked in the 
Seventeenth Century even though it 
no longer looks like this, to see how  
it has changed over the centuries.  
Join Dr Bill Sterling to learn more.

Thursday 8 December, 2-3pm

GOLDEN SECTION: DIVINE 
PROPORTION IN ART AND 
ARCHITECTURE
For thousands of years the mystery  
of the Golden Section has inspired 
thinkers from all disciplines -  
from artists to architects, from 
mathematicians to musicians and 
many more. Join Alexandra Epps, 
Arts Society Lecturer to discover the 
secrets of its sacred geometry and 
perfect beauty within creations from 
the classical to the contemporary.

Thursday 15 December, 2-3pm

WELCOME TO  
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL -  
A VIRTUAL TOUR
Jill Finch is a City of London Guide 
who also guides in St Paul’s 
Cathedral. Jill will take you on a 
Virtual Tour – from the Great West 
Doors via the Dome and Wren’s 
Great Open Space to the glorious 19th 
century mosaics and down to the 
Crypt. Enjoy the Cathedral’s beauty 
– and hear its history and some 
stories along the way.



EXHIBITION

Ends 22 December 2022

THE CATO STREET 
CONSPIRACY:  
A TERRORIST PLOT IN 
GEORGIAN LONDON

The Cato Street Conspiracy of early 
1820 was a terrorist plot to murder all 
the British cabinet ministers and 
Prime Minister. Led by Arthur 
Thistlewood, the conspirators were 
known for being a revolutionary 
organization, involved in unrest and 
propaganda and plotting the 

overthrow of the government.  
But the police had an informer and 
the plotters fell into a police trap 
and 13 were arrested, while one 
policeman was killed. Five 
conspirators were executed, and 
five others were transported to 
Australia. This once notorious plot 
has become less well known in 
recent years and yet the 
documentary evidence and 
associated images are fascinating. 
Drawing on contemporary 
accounts and pictures in Guildhall 
Library’s collections this exhibition 
tells the story of the conspiracy, its 
participants and their ultimate fate.

Sunday 9 October, 6 November &  
3 December, 2.30–4pm

WALK: THE CATO STREET 
CONSPIRACY SET IN ITS 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
On 1 May, 1820, five men were 
publicly executed outside Newgate 
Prison for conspiring to destroy  
Lord Liverpool’s Government and  
to establish a radical parliament. 
Despite a powerful speech and 
moving song – ‘Death and Liberty’ 
– by two of the men, the crowd 
remained strangely silent and the 

ACCOMPANYING WALKS:

men went to their deaths. Called  
‘The West End Job’ by the 
conspirators, the plot became known 
as The Cato Street Conspiracy. Who 
were these desperate men? Why did 
they do as they did? Join qualified 
Westminster Guides, Rosemary 
Barnes and Pernille Ahlström, to 
follow in these men’s footsteps 
through Marylebone to Cato Street 
itself. In a walk complementing the 
exhibition at the Guildhall Library, 
discover the circumstances 
prompting the conspiracy, the events 
of the fateful night of 23 February 
1820 and what happened next.
£10 plus booking fee
Meet at Marylebone Library, 9-11 New 
Cavendish Street W1G 9UQ.
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GUILDHALL LIBRARY 
IS OPEN 10AM-4PM, 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY
Because COVID numbers remain 
high our precautions will remain 
in place for the safety of visitors 
and staff.  We will continue to 
require that masks are worn 
whilst in the reading room.  
If you would like to undertake 
research at Guildhall Library  
we would encourage you to book 
a place and let us know ahead  
of your visit what you would  
like to consult.  

For further information and details of 
how to make a booking, please visit 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/
libraries/guildhall-library

ALL EVENTS REQUIRE BOOKING. 
PLEASE BOOK THROUGH EVENTBRITE:  
WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES REGARDING BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT:
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK

Guildhall Library
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