
GUILDHALL
The Library of London History
LIBRARY

Guildhall Library
Aldermanbury, London EC2V 7HH
guildhall.library@cityoflondon.gov.uk
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/guildhalllibrary Follow

EVENTS  
AND EXHIBITIONS

Thursday 19 November, 7-8pm

THE MAYFLOWER:  
THE MAKING OF AMERICA’S  
FOUNDATION MYTH

Exhibition

THE CITY  
CELEBRATES

SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2020

mailto:guildhall.library@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/history-and-heritage/guildhall-library


historic 
narrative. The 
fraught and 
troubled 
beginnings of the 
Pilgrims, as they 
became known, 
emerged as the 
touchstone of the 
America’s sacred 

beginnings, eclipsing the earlier story 
of Virginia and the South well before 
the Civil War. Join author Dr Rita 
Cruise O’Brien to learn more.
Free

EVENTS

BOOKING IS 
ESSENTIAL AND 
WE CANNOT 
ENSURE A PLACE 
WITHOUT A TICKET. 
DETAILS OF HOW 
TO BOOK CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE 
BACK PAGE.

Tuesday 8 September, 2-3pm

THE MAYFLOWER: MYTHS, 
TRUTHS AND LEGACIES
The sailing of the Mayflower in 1620  
is a celebrated foundation myth of 
the United States and a global  
symbol of the flight from oppression 
to freedom. It is a migrant story  
with a powerful resonance for the 
events of our time. This year is the 
400th anniversary of the voyage.  
This book aims to unravel the 
Mayflower legends and legacies with 
intriguing stories from the true 

Thursday 10 September, 2-3pm

DICKENS & THE CITY
For Dickens, London was more than 
a setting for his novels.  It was a 
major character in his writings and 
even a collaborator: the ‘magic 
lantern’ that inspired and energised 
him. Join City of London Guide Pete 
Smith to learn more.
Free

Thursday 17 September, 7-8pm (opens 6.30pm)

JACK SHEPPARD ESCAPES!  
THE VISUAL HISTORY  
OF AN ENGLISH ROGUE
When the burglar and repeat prison-
breaker Jack Sheppard was hanged at 
the age of 22 in 1724 it was said that 
200,000 Londoners turned out to see the 
rogue.  So phenomenally popular were 
his escapades that his portrait was 
drawn by the King’s painter who 
visited him in Newgate Prison and 
other images and stories were already 
being published as he breathed his last 
at Tyburn. But his legend lived on in 
plays, novels, paintings, book 

illustrations, comics 
and films. Join our 
Principal Librarian 
Dr Peter Ross  
for another chance 
to hear Jack 
Sheppard’s 
extraordinary story.
£5, includes booking fee

Thursday 17 September, 11am-1pm

WALK: MEDIEVAL PRECINCT  
OF ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
The Cathedral destroyed by the Great 
Fire of London stood for nearly 500 
years, a walled gated precinct within 
a walled and gated City.  This walk 
with City Guide Jill Finch follows the 
street plan of medieval St Paul’s and 
uncovers the ever-present echoes of 
its history
Meet at the Firefighters memorial Sermon Lane. 
(Next to the City Information Office opposite  
St Paul’s Cathedral).  
£8 plus booking fee

W
elcome to our autumn events and exhibitions 
brochure  You will no doubt be aware that 
Guildhall Library remains closed to the 
public (see back cover for details)  but we 

have decided to go ahead with a schedule of events 
in the hope that we will be open in time to hold them 
safely onsite.  However, if it is not possible for us to 
host an event live at the Library, we will endeavour 
to present them online at the same time and date 
utilising Zoom. We will inform you well ahead of the 
event if it is going to be online.  With this in mind, 
we will only be releasing our events on Eventbrite 
one month at a time.  Most remain free, but evening 
events will be £5.00 whether hosted live or online.  
We thank you for your continued support and look 
forward to seeing you very soon.



Tuesday 29 September, 2-3pm

THE SOUTH SEA  
BUBBLE OF 1720
Some commentators have tried to 
indicate the severity of the UK’s 
post-Covid-19 economic downturn 
by saying it will be the worst for 300 
years. The economic shock that 
ruined so many investors, from royal 
mistresses to royal footmen, was the 
bursting of the South Sea Bubble, in 
1720.  Even the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was, briefly, consigned to 
the Tower of London for his part in 
the shenanigans. Join City of London 
guide, Tim Kidd to find out more.
Free

Tuesday 6 October, 2-3pm EXHIBITION EVENT:

THE CITY CELEBRATES: 
INTRODUCING THE  
CIVIC LONDON PROJECT 
AND EXHIBITION
Every year thousands of people visit 
the City to enjoy this colourful 
procession put on to mark the 
inauguration of the new Lord Mayor 
of London. Fewer people know that 
this event is a long-lasting relic of a 
fascinating culture of civic 
performance, drama, and music that 
stretches back to the Middle Ages. 
Join Professor Tracey Hill for an 
illustrated talk.
Free

Thursday 8 October, 2-3pm

DICKENS & HIS 
ILLUSTRATORS 
Writing for an audience that ranged 
from high society to the semi-literate, 
Dickens understood well, the 
importance of illustrations. This talk 
by Pete Smith tells the story of his 
close and often fraught collaboration 
with a range of talented artists, and 
points to the detailed clues in their 
illustrations that a modern reader 
might easily miss.
Free

EVENTS

Monday 19 October, 2-3pm

FLEET STREET:  
WRITTEN IN STONE
For years Fleet Street was the 
adopted home of authors, poets, 
writers of all kinds – an area steeped 
in ink, stained history and haunted 
by their ghosts.  City Guide Jill 
Finch’s talk looks back at that history 
and at the street today. From literary 
lions to waxworks and a pub that 
crossed the road, Fleet Street still has 
a tale or two to tell.
Free

Wednesday 21 October, 2-3pm

JOHN SINGER SARGENT – 
POWER OF THE PORTRAIT
Discover the rise, the fall and rise 
again of the remarkable career of 
John Singer Sargent, the leading 
portrait painter of his age – the age 
of elegance. From the scandal 
of the painting of Madame X 
to the trials, tribulations 
and triumph of Carnation, 
Lily, Lily, Rose, explore 
portraits of women 
spanning France, England 
and America by an artist 
who devoted his entire 
life to the creation  
of beauty.  
Join Alexandra 
Epps, Art Guide 
and Lecturer to 
learn more.
Free

Wednesday 14 October, 2-3pm

BRITISH ROYAL CHILDREN 
OVER THE AGES
The privileges, expectations and 
stresses of their upbringing to 
prepare them for their future roles 
within the requirements that society 
demands of its royalty – as occupants 
of the throne, as consorts, and when 
unexpected events alter their destiny. 
This is an illustrated talk, including 
items from a private collection.  
Join Judith Grant to learn more.
Free

Thursday 15 October, 2-3pm

REGENTS CANAL:  
PUSHING THE BOAT OUT
This illustrated talk by Lester 
Hillman is all about the Regent’s 
Canal on the eve of its 200th birthday 
of final completion and spectacular 
opening. Exploring, in particular, the 
City of London’s involvement in the 
festivities of 1st August 1820.
Free



Tuesday 27 October, 7-8pm (opens 6.30pm)

JAMES AND GEORGE 
PEELE: ELIZABETHAN 
PAGEANT POETS FOR  
THE CITY OF LONDON
George Peele (1556-1596) is best 
known as a late Elizabethan 
playwright, a contemporary of 
Christopher Marlowe who may have 
collaborated with Shakespeare. He 
also had a simultaneous career as a 
‘pageant poet’ and impresario for the 
City of London, following in the 
footsteps of his father James. Both 
were members of the Salters’ 
Company, one of the Great Twelve 
livery companies of London, and 
James Peele was Clerk of Christ’s 
Hospital, one of the City’s major 
charitable bodies. Father and son 
were crucial figures in the 
development of important civic 
entertainments such as the Lord 
Mayor’s Show, which coincided 
with, and can be used to 
throw light on, the early days 
of the professional London 
playhouses. Professor Tracey 
Hill’s illustrated talk will 
discuss the traces of James and 
George Peele in the City 
archives, and reveal the  
many parallels between their 
civic pageants and the 
Elizabethan theatre.
£5, includes booking fee

Wednesday 28 October, 11am-1pm

WALK: WREN WATCHING
The City is unique in having a 
wondrous cluster of Wren churches 
within its Square Mile. Join City 
Guide Jill Finch to visit three 
fascinating examples of Wren’s 
architectural style; churches that have 
triumphed over war, city planners 
and a reduced City population.  
Meet outside Caffe Nero by St Paul’s tube station 
(exit for the Cathedral). £8 plus booking fee

Monday 2 & Tuesday 3 November, 2-3pm

HISTORY DISCUSSION - 
CHARLES II: STAR KING!
A chance to discuss your favourite 
kings and queens of England. A short 
paper will be provided by the 
facilitator, Assistant Librarian Isabelle 

Chevallot, ahead of the 
session for you to read 

in preparation for 
the discussion. 

Free

Wednesday  
11 November, 2-3pm

GOD AND  
MAMMON
In the 1st Century 
AD the Romans 
bridged the River 
Thames and 
founded Londinium as a trading 
post. In the 7th Century a Roman 
mission was sent to London and  
St Paul’s was built on Ludgate Hill. 
Throughout its history the City has 
had two main themes – money and 
religion. This talk by City Guide & 
Lecturer Jill Finch looks at how both 
God & Mammon have moulded the 
Square Mile over 2000 years.  
Join us to learn more.
Free

Thursday 12 November, 7-8pm (opens 6.30pm)

PERTINAX: THE SON OF  
A SLAVE WHO BECAME 
ROME EMPEROR
The son of a former slave, Pertinax 
was the Roman Emperor who proved 
that no matter how lowly your birth, 
you could rise to the very top. Born in 
AD 126, he took on many of the most 
important postings in the Empire, 
from senior military roles in fractious 
Britain, the Marcomannic Wars on the 
Danube, to the Parthian Wars. In this 
talk, Dr Simon Elliott brings this 

previously 
untold story 
about a 
fascinating and 
important figure 
out of the 
shadows. 
£5, includes 
booking fee

EVENTS

Wednesday 4 November, 2-3pm

PRE-RAPHAELITE 
PAINTERS & POETS
In this illustrated talk, Pete Smith 
traces the development of a 
movement that revolutionized the 
nineteenth-century art scene and 
scandalized conventional Victorian 
society.  While concentrating 
primarily on the paintings and 
writings of the Pre-Raphaelites, it will 
also deal with the colourful lives of 
the artists who produced them, and 
tell stories of drug abuse, sexual 
intrigues, suicide and even gruesome 
graveyard goings-on.
Free

Monday 9  November, 11am-12.30pm

FRIENDS AT  
GUILDHALL LIBRARY
The first Guildhall Art Gallery was 
created in 1885 to display the City of 
London Corporation’s growing art 
collection. The collection now 
consists of some 4,500 works of art, 
although the Gallery has only about 
250 of them on display. Our tour will 
highlight some of those 250, the 
London Heritage Gallery and the 
Roman Amphitheatre uncovered 
during the building of the current 
gallery in the 1990s.
Guildhall Library Friends Exclusive Event.
Free



Wednesday 25 November, 2-3pm

THE WHITE SHIP 
DISASTER 
At the 900th anniversary, this talk 
explores the wreck of Barfleur 25th 
November 1120, when three hundred 
perished including the heir to the 
throne and many of the royal court. 
The presentation by Lester Hillman 
will focus on the shock and surprise, 
impacts on City institutions, (still 
visible today in the City landscape) 
and how the tragedy may have 
affected powerful individuals 
including Thomas Becket who 
perished himself 50 years later. 
Free

Friday 27 November, 2-3pm

THE HOUSE OF BEAUFORT: 
THE BASTARD LINE THAT 
CAPTURED THE CROWN 
The Wars of the Roses were a 
tumultuous period in English history, 
with family fighting family over the 
throne of England. But what gave the 
eventual victor of these brutal and 
complex wars, Henry Tudor, the right 
to claim the crown? What made his 
Beaufort mother the great heiress of 
medieval England, and how exactly 
did an illegitimate line come to 
challenge the English monarchy?
Join author and historical researcher 

Nathen Amin as 
he explores his 
bestselling 
biography  
‘The House of 
Beaufort’.
Free

Thursday 19 November, 7-8pm (opens 6.30pm)

THE MAYFLOWER:  
THE MAKING  
OF AMERICA’S  
FOUNDATION MYTH
The story of the Mayflower and the 
‘Pilgrim Fathers’ began to be held 
in reverence in New England by 
the time of the 200th anniversary of 
the arrival in 1820. The fraught and 
troubled beginnings of the 
Plymouth settlement were re-
invented by New England 
politicians, poets, pastors and 
artists, notably John Quincy Adams 
and Daniel Webster. Plymouth 
Rock became a national shrine and 
the Mayflower Compact, the 
foundation stone of American 
democracy. The earlier Virginia 
Colony was swept aside; the 
emblem of proud southern 
planters, denied. The story became 
a national foundation myth, used 
in the rhetoric of ‘freedom versus 
slavery’ in the decades leading up 
to the Civil War. Join author  
Dr Rita O’Brien to learn more.
£5, includes booking fee

Tuesday 1 December, 2-3pm

HAUNTED LONDON 
This talk by City of London Pete 
Smith deals with some of the City’s 
top spooks, plus a few more from all 
over London. Join us to learn more.
Free

Wednesday 9 December, 2-3pm

‘I SEND YOU THIS LETTER’: 
LETTERS FROM THE REIGN 
OF HENRY VIII 

John Mitchell will talk about the rich 
haul of letters to be found in the 
archive The Letters and Papers from the 
Reign of Henry VIII, which cover not 
only events of national importance 
such as the arrest of Anne Boleyn but 
also domestic affairs. He will also 
explain how the Letters can easily be 
accessed on-line, free of charge.
Free

EVENTS

Wednesday 18 November, 2-3pm

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS: THE 
HIDDEN MESSAGES IN ART
This illustrated talk by Val Woodgate 
will look at paintings from the 15th to 
20th centuries and examines the way 
in which artists have used signs and 
symbols to give deeper layers of 
meaning to their work. The lecture 
will explore the interpretation of 
symbols in Christian art and in Greek 
myths which can be read as Christian 
allegories; the use of signs and 
symbols in 17th century Dutch 
painting, in Hogarth’s Moralities, in 
Victorian art and in modern artists’ 
use of both traditional and personal 
symbols to produce some of the most 
powerful works of 20th century art.  
Free



Join the Guildhall Library Friends scheme, which supports conservation and 
access to the Library’s unique collections. Guildhall Library’s printed books 
collection comprises over 200,000 titles dating from the 15th to the 21st 
centuries. Become one of the first Guildhall Library Friends, support our 
work and enjoy a range of benefits.

The Friends scheme offers
l Priority booking for all events
l  Exclusive Guildhall Library Friends’ lectures and tours
l  Free invitations to all Guildhall Library exhibition launches
l  20% discount in the Guildhall Library and  

City of London Police Museum shop
l  A free entry ticket to Tower Bridge Exhibition
l Free entry to Monument
l Half price admission to Keats House

Become a Friend 
of Guildhall Library

How to become a Friend of Guildhall Library?
There are three easy ways to join:
Phone us on 020 7332 1871
Email us your contact details at ghlevents@cityoflondon.gov.uk
Talk to us in Guildhall Library, please ask at the Enquiry Desk

FRIENDS
GUILDHALL LIBRARY

Friends Membership 
for one year costs:

Individual £35 Dual £60
Dual membership is two people 
living in the same household. 

Monday 9  November, 11am-12.30pm

FRIENDS AT GUILDHALL ART GALLERY
The first Guildhall Art Gallery was created in 1885 to display the City of London 
Corporation’s growing art collection. The collection now consists of some 4,500 works 
of art, although the Gallery has only about 250 of them on display. Our tour will 
highlight some of those 250, the London Heritage Gallery and the Roman 
Amphitheatre uncovered during the building of the current gallery in the 1990s.

EXHIBITIONS

‘After the Lord Mayor’s Show’ is a 
familiar phrase, and every year 
thousands of people visit the City to 
enjoy this colourful procession put on 
to mark the inauguration of the new 
Lord Mayor of London. Fewer people 
are aware that this annual event is a 
long-lasting relic of a fascinating 
culture of civic performance, drama, 
and music that stretches back to the 
Middle Ages. 

Famous Renaissance dramatists such 
as Ben Jonson, Thomas Middleton, 
Thomas Dekker and John Webster 

helped to produce spectacular City 
entertainments, and these, together 
with painters, musicians, and other 
creative artists, have left their traces 
in the archives of the City’s livery 
companies.  

Drawing on the Guildhall Library’s 
extensive collections, this exhibition 
will showcase contemporary 
documents, early printed books, 
original artefacts, and visual 
representations of City pageantry in 
order to recapture the colour and 
splendour of these occasions.  

Free

Launching this autumn

PAGEANTRY AND PERFORMANCE:  
THE CITY CELEBRATES

mailto:ghlevents%40cityoflondon.gov.uk?subject=


ALL EVENTS REQUIRE BOOKING AND TAKE PLACE AT GUILDHALL 
LIBRARY OR ONLINE. PLEASE BOOK THROUGH EVENTBRITE: 
WWW.GHLEVENTS.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES REGARDING BOOKING  
PLEASE CONTACT:
GHLEVENTS@CITYOFLONDON.GOV.UK OR 020 7332 1871

GUILDHALL
The Library of London History
LIBRARY

EVENTS  
AND EXHIBITIONS

WHEN WILL GUILDHALL  
LIBRARY REOPEN? 
Unfortunately, we are unable to confirm exactly 
when the library will reopen. We are reliant upon 
the main Guildhall complex opening up to the 
public before we can confirm our own opening 
date. However, we hope that we will be able to 
welcome the public back, initially by appointment 
only, in September or early October. We will post 
any update to our plans on the new Guildhall 
Library Website as soon as we can.
 
In the meantime, the Guildhall Library team  
are working on answering research enquiries, 
cataloguing our collections, building our new 
website, organising and contributing to our online 
talks, utilising social media to keep in contact with 
our users and further afield, writing new research 
guides, and planning new exhibitions and new 
events for 2021. 

Guildhall Library
Aldermanbury, London EC2V 7HH
guildhall.library@cityoflondon.gov.uk
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/guildhalllibrary Follow

www.ghlevents.eventbrite.co.uk
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https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/history-and-heritage/guildhall-library

