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Adventures Close to Home:
FROM WATERLOO TO THE CITY

By Cycle By Boat 

FROM LONDON BRIDGE TO THE CITY

cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/walks-and-itineraries

Walk up a thirst. Discover history. 
There are several enjoyable and interesting ways of reaching St 
Paul’s and the City of London without travelling on the tube. When 
you arrive at London Bridge Station, there is a top attraction within 
a minute from the station: the View from the Shard, just outside the 
exit from platforms 9 to 15. 

Take a Santander Bike from one of the racks 
outside London Bridge station at Tooley Street, 
then head down that street towards Tower 
Bridge or cross over London Bridge where a 
new cycle track has just been installed and see 
The Monument which commemorates the 
Great Fire of London of 1666. You can go down 
Cannon Street with a new temporary cycle 
route taking you directly to the CIC.

The City Information Centre stocks free cycling 
maps that will help you plan your next route. 

From London Bridge City Pier, hop on a Thames 
Clipper boat to Tower Millennium Pier and begin 
your exploration of the City at the Tower of 
London and Tower Bridge. Thames Clippers will 
also take you to Bankside Pier, from where you 
can visit the Tate Modern.  



By Bus

cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/walks-and-itineraries

From London Bridge, the City of London is just across the bridge. There are several options to catching a bus 
from London Bridge towards the City and eastwards, which brings all the benefits of fabulous views of some 
of London’s most famous landmarks. 

You will need an Oyster Card or contactless bank card to travel on London buses as they don’t take cash – 
but it is only £1.50 per journey – even if you change buses (within one hour).

Take the 521 from London Bridge Stop M, which will go to St Paul’s Cathedral and will take around 20 minutes.  

The 343 from Stop R crosses over Tower Bridge and is great to stop there if you wish to visit both Tower and the 
Bridge. 

Alternatively, the 381 takes you to Tate Modern and onwards to the London Eye. 

Cycling information
You can also bring your own bike into the City. 
Cycle parking is available at the many on-street 
cycle parking racks throughout the City. The City 
of London Corporation provides free cycle parking 
in its off-street public car parks. More cycle parking 
spaces are available in NCP car parks. 



Walking

cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/walks-and-itineraries

Heading West from London Bridge

When leaving the station, if you head west towards the bridge, cross over at the traffic lights and to your left 
there are steps down that will take you to Borough Market, famous for its high quality food from all over the 
world. It is open from Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm, but busiest on Fridays and Saturdays.  

Continue walking on the pathway passing Southwark Cathedral and at the end turn right. The Cathedral is 
open to all visitors and is free to enter.  

Continue past the Cathedral and take the second road bearing right and you will come across a replica of 
the Golden Hinde. The original ship was an English galleon best known for her privateering circumnavigation 
of the globe between 1577 and 1580, captained by Sir Francis Drake. Although it is currently not open to the 
public, the outside can be seen in all its glory.  

Turn left onto Pickford’s Wharf, which becomes Clink Street. On the left you will notice a church-like ruin - these 
are the remains of Winchester Palace, a 12th-century palace which served as the London townhouse of the 
Bishop of Winchester.  A couple of minutes further on the left you will find the Clink Prison Museum. The prison 
operated from the 12th century until 1780. It was notoriously run by the Bishop of Winchester, who had the power 
to imprison whomever they chose. The Museum is open to visit every day.

Further on the road bears right then left past The Anchor Bankside, the pub from which Samuel Pepys saw and 
recorded in his diary the horrors of the Great Fire of 1666. With its terrace overlooking the river, it is a great spot 
for a drink, lunch or dinner.

Onwards you now have the river on your right and great views of the City of London and its iconic modern 
buildings, including the Walkie Talkie and the Cheesegrater. Continue along the river and after 5 minutes you 
will see Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre on your left. 

Opposite the Globe is Bankside Pier, where you can pick up a river boat going East to Tower Bridge and beyond 
or West to Westminster, the London Eye and occasionally to Tate Britain.

Of course you may wish to continue to the City on foot. Walking towards Millennium Bridge you will notice the 
imposing Tate Modern on your left, where you can see greats such as Picasso, Matisse, Rothko and many more. 
It is also worth checking out the headliner exhibitions. 
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Cross Millennium Bridge, and enjoy a spectacular view of St Paul’s Cathedral. The City of London School will 
be on your left. Pause for a moment at the National Firefighters Memorial - depicting three bronze figures 
battling the flames of the London Blitz in World War 2. 

See City Information Centre on your left on Carter Lane - the ideal place to call in for the latest information on 
what’s on in London, to buy tickets, quality souvenirs and gifts. 



Heading East from London Bridge

From the station, make your way to the Tooley Street exit. Once on the street, cross the road where appropriate 
and go right, where you will see Hay's Galleria. Make your way through the Galleria, where there are a variety 
of shops, bars and restaurants to enjoy. Once you reach the river, turn right (the river will now be to your left). 
After a few minutes you will come across the City Hall, home of the Greater London Authority. This iconic 
building was designed by Foster and Partners (also known for the Gherkin). From here you will also be able to see 
Tower Bridge. Purchase tickets and visit the museum, engine rooms and walk across the glass walkway, which 
offers great views of the river and boats passing underneath.
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Once on the north side of the bridge, you will see the Tower of London in all its splendour. You can visit the 
White Tower and the magnificent Crown Jewels. Tickets can be booked online.

If you continue west, you will enter the City of London, the financial district and see spectacular buildings 
including the Gherkin and the Scalpel.  Continue further along the river for about 30 minutes, turn right when 
at the Millennium Bridge and you will arrive at the City Information Centre, where you can end your walk by 
picking up some souvenirs to remember your day out!




